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The Big Build  

In this Unit, pupils will be exploring 
how we use materials to change 
the world around us.  

People build big, high, wide and 
strong. They build houses, bridges, 
roads and railways, airports for 
aeroplanes and harbours for ships.  

Pupils will learn how the world looks 
from above and how we represent our 
natural and made world in maps, 
beginning to create their own maps of 
places that matter to them. 

They will experience building shelters 
and keeping safe through the story of 
The Three Little Pigs* as well as 
inhabiting the story and exploring its 
characters and themes.  

They will investigate what materials 
are used for constructing modern 
buildings and why different materials 
are chosen. 

*If children role-playing pigs might be 
culturally sensitive for any of your 
children, the characters can readily be 
changed to goats or rabbits. 

 

Outdoor Learning 

 The science content involves a trip to a nearby building site 

 The English content takes the pupils outside for dramatic retellings of a traditional tale 

 

 

National and International links 

 The art content explores the mask-making of Native American peoples 

 

 

 

Links to the world of work 

 This Unit offers world of work links to planning, designing and building trades, architects, civil 
engineering, mapmakers, manufacturers, artists and other crafts people 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 

 Let’s get started 

 Let’s keep going 
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Summaries 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Design and Technology 
 Investigate simple shell and frame structures in terms of 

strength and joins 

 Make a structure with a construction kit  

 Investigate different ways of joining different frames and 
create a frame for a picture of the three pigs or Wolfie 

 Investigate hinges and design a secret trap using a hinge to 
catch Wolfie or a part of him, when he comes to visit the three 
little pigs 

 Construct a shell or frame house for the three pigs 

 Make and test the secret hinge mechanism 

 Conduct a Wolfie ‘huff and puff’ test on the house 

  
 

Applied Maths 
 Count and label a pile of sticks and cubes 

 Count on in ones or twos to 30 

 Use bricks to support counting in steps of 1, 2 
and 5 

 Solve problems involving counting and 
exploring patterns with bricks  

 Explore adding one more or one less to a bag 
of sticks, bricks or straws 

 Write number sentences 

Science 
 Exploring the materials people use to make structures to 

shelter, house and transport animals (pets, farm, zoo and 
wild animals) and how the materials are chosen for their 
qualities of, for example, strength, lightness, transparency, 
flexibility, water tightness, etc. 

 Include a visit to, for example, a pig farm to see how 
materials have been used to make pig arks; to a livestock 
market or stock show to look at temporary housing and 
transportation of animals; to a local building site where 
houses are being built with straw bale, wood frame or brick 
and block construction methods. 

 

Music 
 Prokofiev‘s ‘Peter and the Wolf’ 

 Huff and Puff songs 

 Building songs 

 

 

The Big Build 

Geography 

 Exploring and identifying people’s ‘Big Builds’ 
as seen from the air and on plan 

 Exploring our own locality through aerial 
photographs and maps; understanding the 
differences and similarities between the two 

 Making miniature 3D layouts and beginning to 
turn them into maps with symbols and keys we 
have designed ourselves 

 

 

Art and Design 
 Study of Native American wolf 

masks 

 Design and make abstract wolf 
masks from card  

 Sketchbooks 

 2D to 3D skills 

 Colour mixing 

 Relate to ‘Three Little Pigs’ 

 

 

English 
 Learning the story of The Three Little 

Pigs.  

 Being able to retell it by heart. 

 Labelling and captioning sequenced 
images from our building site tour. 

 Writing instructions for building a pig’s 
house.  

  

 



Resources 
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Geography 
 Small world play items including train 

track, bridges, trains, vehicles, boats, 
model buildings, construction blocks or 
interlocking plastic bricks, trees, figures, 
etc. 

 Road map play mat or similar (airport, 
train station or harbour play mats would 
all be suitable) 

 PE bench (for gaining altitude safely) 

 Digital cameras for capturing still images 

Science 
 Role-play area as site office 

 Range of everyday materials 
that might be used in a house 
or other building, e.g. wood, 
plastic, glass, fabric, metal 

 Straw, sticks and wooden 
blocks or plastic interlocking 
bricks 

The Big Build 

English 
 Role-play area as little pig’s 

house 

 A version of the story of The 
Three Little Pigs 

 Straw, sticks and wooden 
blocks or plastic interlocking 
bricks 

 Story memory resource  
 

Design and Technology 
 Selection of frame materials: straws, lolly 

sticks, paper and wooden dowelling - pre-cut 
lengths  

 Selection of shell materials: card, paper, 
cellophane, corruflute pieces, balsa wood 

 Selection of joining components: pegs, glue, 
masking tape, staples, Blu Tack, split pins, 
paperclips, string, treasury tags 

 Images of houses, buildings collected 
throughout ‘The Big Build’ 

 Hairdryer Applied Maths 
 Cubes, sticks and 

bricks to count 

 Bag for objects 

 Blue and red crayons 

 Paper 

Music 
 CD or downloaded track of Prokofiev’s 

‘Peter and the Wolf’ 

 Classroom percussion instruments 

 ‘Building songs’ - Build it high 

 Acka Backa – traditional North 
American playground game 

Art and Design 
 

 Images of a range of Native American wolf masks 

 Photos of wolves 

 Search ‘wolf mask template’ for ideas 

 Examples of built up cardboard masks 
http://www.thehousethatlarsbuilt.com/2013/03/2-diy-
animals-masks.html 

 Wolf music e.g. the wolf theme from Tchaikovsky’s ‘Peter 
and the Wolf’ 

 Paper plates, cups, recycled card 

 Colour crayons, paint, string, elastic, tape, glue 

http://www.thehousethatlarsbuilt.com/2013/03/2-diy-animals-masks.html
http://www.thehousethatlarsbuilt.com/2013/03/2-diy-animals-masks.html

