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Round and Round 

This Unit is about life cycles but also takes this 
idea more broadly in terms of appreciating the 
variety of life and how it can be supported and 
also the ideas of cycles and repeat processes 
as they arise elsewhere. 

There is a focus initially upon animals and 
how they change during their lives.  There is 
also recognition made of the variety of forms 
that life can take. 

Reproduction is studied as a key stage in the 
cyclical nature of life and, again, this is 
explored as something which all organisms 
have in common and yet something which 
happens in a variety of ways. 

Pupils can create presentations of the ideas 
they have gathered about lifecyles using a 
variety of media; their ideas could be used for 
dance sequences and gymnastics; their 
composition work, lyrical ideas, musical 
instrument exploration and singing of songs 
created and learned in music and their ideas 
for designing, creating and locating their bug 
boxes in design and technology.  

In computing, attention will be paid to 
developing outcomes in the form of blogs and 
also learning how to gather ideas and 
evidence from internet searches.   

The Unit presents a range of opportunities for 
developing imaginative displays both as a way 
of sharing ideas and presenting work 
completed. 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 Using the outdoor environment to explore animals and plants. Sunflower planting in a local environment. Bug box 

creation and location in a local environment. 

 Trip to a butterfly sanctuary, farm, gardens, ‘Eden Project’ (or equivalent) to examine lifecycles of animals/plants. 

 

 

National and International Links 
 Exploration of animals and plants lifecycles on a local, to national or international scales 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Links to the work of naturalists such as David Attenborough and Jane Goodall. 

 Links to learning about how musicians, poets and dancers use nature to inspire their composition work.  

 Studying the work of Artists Kandinsky and Escher.  
 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Skill 6: Finding ways to express ideas and feelings 

 Skill 7: Setting challenges and achievable goals 

 Skill 10: Working with perseverance and determination 

 Skill 19: Generating new ideas 

 



Summaries 
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Art and Design 
 Pupils will use their sketch book and create tessellation 

drawings using shapes or templates. They will learn about 
patchwork patterns from the last 300 years and about the 
artist Kaffe Fassett. 

 Pupils will be exploring the work of Escher and creating 
metamorphosis sketches to accompany their lifecycle and 
creative display work. 

 Pupils will be studying, planning and designing their own 
geometric design to represent their lifecycles,  

 Pupils will need to complete their images and prepare all 
their artwork for their movie or podcast. They will need to 
summarise their learning and inspiration for the gallery of 
artwork they wish to present in the final programme. 

 

Computing 
 In this Unit pupils are going to look at a variety of web 

technologies that can be used to share information. It is closely 
linked with their science topic. Pupils will learn about RSS feeds 
and news readers such as Feedly. 

 They will also have the opportunity to share the video and data 
they have collected in science by starting a project blog. 

 This Unit works best if every pupil has a Google login. The 
feasibility of this will depend on your schools policy regarding 
such things, however if every pupil cannot have a Google login, 
a minimum requirement will be for a class Google account to be 
created. You can do this by going to Google, clicking "Sign In" 
then "Create an Account".  

 

Science 
 Pupils work collaboratively to plan and create ideas, material and resources 

required for their interactive display of animal lifecycles. 

 They will start by exploring how the various different stages in the life of an 
animal can be thought of as a cycle.  They will then go on to compare the life 
cycles of different animals, identifying similarities and differences. 

 Pupils will be exploring the six stages of the human lifecycle: gestation, 
baby, childhood, adolescence, adulthood and old age. 

 Pupils will then learn about the role of reproduction in the life cycle; this Unit 
presents an opportunity for the school’s SRE programme to be delivered if 
so desired. 

 They will then compare the life cycles of animals with those of plants and 
learn that as well as differences that there are significant similarities. 

 In the process of this they will also study the contributions made by scientists 
such as Jane Goodall and David Attenborough to our understanding of life 
cycles and processes. 

Languages  
In this topic, the pupils will consider how time goes round and 
round in a day.  
They will: 

 Read a simple story about a caterpillar and how hungry he is 
before he turns into a butterfly 

 Learn to tell the time on the hour, half past, quarter past and 
quarter to 

 Learn to ask the time 

 Discover similarities and differences  between daily routine at 
home and in France 

 Create and perform a time rap  

 Match times with the written word 

 Recognise some phrases for daily routines 

 Write their own book or comic strip about the day in the life of a 
frog, bird, butterfly….. 

 

Design and Technology 

 In this Unit pupils design and make a moving toy 
which incorporates a cam mechanism.  

 They investigate 4 types of movement: rotary, 
reciprocating, linear and oscillating.  

 Throughout this process they investigate learning in 
different ways and assess their understanding so 
they can identify and reflect on how they learn best. 

Applied Maths 
 Pupils explore number patterns using 

the idea of going around. They 
extend this to patterns of shapes to 
develop their awareness of how both 
numbers and shapes have a 
structure to how they fit together. 

 

English 
 Reading and writing lifecycle stories 

 Creating lyrics and poems based on 
life cycles. 

 Creating Lifecycle Fact Files 

 Cross Curricular podcasting and 
movie making 
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Music 
 Learn about rounds 

 Sing a variety of rounds 

 Sing 2 rounds together as a ‘partner song’ 

 Accompany rounds playing a variety of 
instruments 

 Create a performance singing the ‘Canoe 
Song’ and ‘The Land of the Silver Birch’ 

 



Resources 
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Art and Design 
 Colour pencils 

 Drawing pencils 2H H HB 2B 4B 

 Scissors 

 Tracing paper 

 Sticky paper shapes 

 Card to make templates 

 Websites to visit: 

o Make a tessellation on-line: 
http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/tess/tri.htm 
http://www.mathcats.com/explore/tessellations/tessgallery.html 
o Geometric quilt designs 
http://earlywomenmasters.net/quilts/s/shifting/index.html 
http://www.trustyguides.com/quilting3.html 
http://www.amishcountrylanes.com/ 
o Artist- Kaffe Fassett 
http://www.kaffefassett.com/Patchwork.html 
o Help to develop simple Escher like tessellations: 
http://euler.slu.edu/escher/index.php/Tessellations_by_Recogniza

ble_Figures 
http://britton.disted.camosun.bc.ca/escher/jbescher.htm 
o various printable maths geometric A4 
http://www.mathsphere.co.uk/resources/MathSphereFreeGraphP

aper.htm 
http://www.elementsofpattern.com/ 

 

Music 
 Summer Is Icumen In (the oldest 

surviving round) 
 Flying a Round – 88 Rounds and 

Partner Songs and CD 
 ‘Land of the Silver Birch’ 
 ‘Canoe song’  
 ‘A River’s Tale’ by Suzy Davies 

Science 
 As part of the topic pupils will be studying 

the life cycles of plants (to compare them to 
those of animals) so advance planning will 
be needed to get plants growing and earlier 
stages noted before the main teaching of the 
topic begins. 

 Sets of illustrations of animals in various 
stages of their life cycle will be needed so 
they can be sorted and grouped to show the 
complete cycle.  These should include 
human, at least one other mammal, bird, 
reptile, amphibian, fish, insect and plant 
including, where appropriate, the embryonic 
stage. Video clips of stages in life cycles 
from the work of naturalists such as David 
Attenborough 

 If there is the opportunity to study hatching 
of animals such as hens or frogs, or the 
development of young animals such as 
calves or sheep, this will enhance pupils’ 
experiences. 

 It may be considered appropriate to 
incorporate the delivery of SRE in this topic. 
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Languages 
 Unit PowerPoints 

 Paper strips for number lines 

 Mini sets of number words to 12 

 Mini sets of o’clock times to 12 

 Mini whiteboards and pens  

 Mini time flash cards 

 Bell/triangle/digital bell sound 

 Activity sheet – matching clock and time 

 Bingo grid  

 Daily routine flash cards 

 Matching activity sheet 

 Teaching clock  

 Book template/comic strip template 

 Key language slide/printout  

 Example of story  

 Dictionaries or word bank 

 Recommended book list: 

 The Bad Tempered Ladybird by Eric Carle in 
English or in French La Coccinnelle Mal Lunée  

ISBN 978 2 87142 117 7  

 

Computing  
 A variety of web links (Provided in the 

resource pack) 

 Access to audio recording and / or 
camera equipment 

 Internet 

 A class or individual blog using either 
Blogger or Wordpress 

 Access to an RSS reader such as 
Feedly or FeedReader 

Design and 
Technology 
 Corruflute/ stiff card 

 Wooden cams 

 Variety of cutting tools including a paper drill, 
snips and stitch ripper. 

 Variety of joining materials including glue gun, 
split pins, masking tape 

http://gwydir.demon.co.uk/jo/tess/tri.htm
http://www.mathcats.com/explore/tessellations/tessgallery.html
http://earlywomenmasters.net/quilts/s/shifting/index.html
http://www.trustyguides.com/quilting3.html
http://www.amishcountrylanes.com/
http://www.kaffefassett.com/Patchwork.html
http://euler.slu.edu/escher/index.php/Tessellations_by_Recognizable_Figures
http://euler.slu.edu/escher/index.php/Tessellations_by_Recognizable_Figures
http://britton.disted.camosun.bc.ca/escher/jbescher.htm
http://www.mathsphere.co.uk/resources/MathSphereFreeGraphPaper.htm
http://www.mathsphere.co.uk/resources/MathSphereFreeGraphPaper.htm
http://www.elementsofpattern.com/

