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Fever, Fire and Fashion 
This Unit is designed to take 
pupils on an exciting journey 
back in time to 17

th
 century 

London in the era of the Plague 
and the Great Fire.  
 
This is the London of Charles II, Sir 
Christopher Wren and the diarists 
Samuel Pepys and John Evelyn. 
 
Pupils will enjoy learning about the 
‘cures’ for plague sold by so-called 
quack doctors. They will wish that 
they could have visited a frost fair 
on the frozen River Thames. They 
will be fascinated by the curious 
fashions and fads of the time, 
including little boys in frilly pink 
skirts!  
 
The Unit aims to immerse pupils in 
a time and place that will feel 
strangely familiar to them in some 
ways (chatting in coffee shops) but 
utterly bizarre in others (men 
wearing elaborate peaked wigs as 
a fashion statement). 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 A visit to London to see some of the sites described in the Unit (such as the Tower of London and St. Paul’s Cathedral) would 

be very advantageous 

 Museums such as the Museum of London Life provide a wealth of sources related to the era of the Plague and Great Fire 

 The reconstructed Globe Theatre on the South Bank of the Thames would also be an excellent place for pupils to learn about 
the theatre of the 17

th
 century 

 Pupils could perform some of the role-play activities included in the Unit outdoors, weather permitting 

 

 

National and International links 
 London is the capital city of the English nation. Pupils learn about a period in its history when it was devastated by Plague 

and Fire but recovered and was rebuilt 

 Foreign countries were wrongly blamed for some of the disasters that befell London in this period such as the Great Fire 

 London was an international port. Luxury food and drink for the rich was imported from abroad, i.e. spices, tropical fruits, 
coffee, tea, wine, sugar 

 Fashions came from abroad and influenced what the English wore, i.e. wigs 

 National institutions such as the Royal Society for Science were based in London 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Fire-fighting and the role of the emergency services, medicine and doctors, fashion designers and retailers, wig making and 

hairdressing, advertising and PR, transport and communications, theatre and entertainment industry 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Resilience and bouncing back from set backs and difficulties (Skill 13). Pupils could reflect on the resilience of 

Londoners in the aftermath of the Great Fire. Many people lost their homes and possessions but they quickly recovered from 
this loss as re-building work commenced. 

 Describe and explore feelings their own thoughts and feelings and those of others (Skills 3 to 6).  There are a number 

of opportunities provided through role-play and drama activities. Pupils can compare their own feelings about cruel ‘sports’ 
such as bear-baiting with those of people who lived in the 17

th
 century. They can compare their own thoughts and feelings 

about fashion with those of 17
th
 century Puritans. 



Summaries 
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Geography  

Through their work on settlements, 
pupils will be able to: 

 identify different kinds of settlements 
including hamlets, villages, towns and 
cities 

 describe how a settlement (London) 
has changed over time 

 explain why an area (Docklands) 
needed to be redeveloped and how 
redevelopment has transformed it  

Music  

Through their work on music in the time of 
Pepys, pupils will be able to: 

 compare their own musical experiences 
with those of people who lived in the 17th 
century 

 perform songs that originated in the 17th 
century including ballads and rounds 

 adapt their own lyrics to fit a familiar tune  

Languages 
Pupils will: 

 focus on correct pronunciation by trying to copy tongue twisters in French 

 recognise and say the phoneme ‘ch’ in French and use an action to aid memorisation 

 use a bilingual dictionary to look for the definitions of words in their letter to Louis XIV 

 ask each other where places are on the map  

 use context and previous knowledge to help understanding 

 sing Londres Brûle from memory 

 perform question/answer dialogue on a video 

 reuse familiar vocabulary in a new context 

 remember, retain and recall place names vocabulary  

 present a set of instructions to direct Chapoleon to a secret rendez-vous 

 speak clearly in order for Chapoleon to follow commands successfully  

 read a non-fiction text about the events of 1666 and deduce meaning through context, 
cognates and the use of a bilingual dictionary 

 write words, phrases and sentences, using a reference in order to produce a fact file 
about an historic figure from the period of the Great Fire of London 

 use language leant in previous Units to give personal information about an historic figure 

 know where to look for or ask for information 

Fever, Fire 

and 

Fashion 

Computing  

In this Unit pupils are going to use a variety of 
guided websites to write an article about the 
Great Fire of London and use this article to 
learn about creating a newspaper that reflects 
the news and activities of the time. Pupils will 
then use this article as a basis to present a 
media based news story, such as an audio 
news bulletin, or video report. 

Art 
Through their work on Rembrandt, pupils 
will: 

 describe the work and techniques of 
one of the greatest portrait painters of 
all time 

 use chiaroscuro techniques effectively 
to create mood in their sketches 

History 
Through their work on the Great Plague and 17th century 
medicine, pupils will develop: 

 important historical skills such as the ability to 
describe examples of change and continuity and 
similarity and difference 

 analytical skills such as the ability to explain causes 
and consequences 

 research skills such as deciding how relevant or useful 
sources of information are for a particular enquiry 

Applied Maths 
 Analyse statistics on plague 

deaths 

 Modelling the spread of fire 
through a town 

English 
Through their work on daily life in 17th century 
London, pupils will develop:  

 speaking and listening skills such as drama, 
role-play and improvisation techniques 

 reading skills such as the ability to compare 
texts and make inferences and deductions 

 writing skills such as being able to recognise  
the conventions associated with familiar types 
of  writing i.e. recipes, menus, advertisements, 
and letters 



Resources 

©Cornwall Learning Publications 2013   
 

 
 Art and Design 

 White objects photo http://www.pinterest.com/pin/474003929502290755/ 

 White on black drawings internet search 

 Torches and strong light 

 Some simple white objects to serve as subjects for still life sketches (jug, teacup, 
vase etc) 

 Black sugar paper, white cartridge paper 

 White chalks or soft pastels, pencils and graphite 

 Rembrandt’s the ‘Night Watch’ www.rembrandthuis.nl/en/rembrandt/belangrijkste-
werken/de-nachtwacht 

 Terry Pratchett’s night watch image 
www.fantasybookreview.co.uk/blog/2011/10/11/fantastic-fantasy-artwork-2-night-
watch-discworld-book-29-by-paul-kidby/ 

 Rembrandt lighting technique www.ultimate-photo-tips.com/portrait-lighting-2.html 

 http://www.thephotographypodcast.com/podpage/episode-4-review-of-kevin-
kubotas-lighting-notebook/ 

History 
 Bar of soap or tub of anti-bacterial hand 

wash, hand towels, wet wipes, paper tissues, 
toilet roll 

 Pictures of a street in Tudor or Stuart London  

 Internet 

 Reference books on plague 

 Coloured paper 

 Pictures of a 17
th

 Century plague doctor’s 
costume 

Applied Maths 
 Statistics on plague deaths 

(provided) 

 A4 squared paper 

Fever, Fire and Fashion 

Computing  
 A variety of newspapers 

 A newspaper template (student generated or 
use the one included) 

 Access to the internet 
Option 1 - Easy:  

 Audio recording device such as an EasiSpeak 
mic, or a mic attached to a phone, tablet, or 
computer. 

 Audacity Software (included) 

 Included sound files 
Option 2 - Requires more prep, but much 
more effective:  

 Video recording device such as a digital 
camera, or a phone, tablet or computer with a 
camera 

 Windows Movie Maker (included) or 
equivalent 

 Green or blue backing paper or sheet 

 Movie Maker and Green Screen plugin pack 
(included) 

English 
 Planning templates 

 ‘Restoration Theatre’ text 
(provided) 

 Internet 

 Dictionaries 

 Adverts for cosmetic products 
and perfumes 

Music 
 Songs from the period (see suggested list) 

 Examples of instruments from the period 
(pictures and video clips) 

 Listening examples (see suggested list 
below) 

 Selection of instruments to play 

 Diary excerpts 

 Display materials 

Geography 
 Descriptors of six different settlement types (provided) 

 Settlement hierarchy diagram template (provided) 

 Images downloaded from internet showing examples of 
different settlement types, e.g. hamlet, village, small town 
etc 

 OS map of local area showing a range of settlement types 

 Opening sequence of ‘EastEnders’ 

 Photographs of the modern City of London.(esp Docklands 
–-before and after development) 

 Bank note (any denomination!) 

 Map of Greater London (with City of London marked on it) 

Languages 
 Unit PowerPoint: 

 Letter from Chapoleon to Louis XIV and translation 

 Dossier Secret template 

 Suggested dictionary word template (translation – 
fire, bakery, palace, King, burns, church, house, 
tower, powder, cut)  

 Cat puppet or toy Chapoleon 

 Bilingual dictionaries (optional) 

 Recommended book list: Chapeau by Dominique 
Maes  ISBN  9  7822109739307  

 Song: Londres brûle! 

 Activity sheet: simplified map of London showing 
Pudding Lane and five or so other streets to be cut 
out and stuck on (PowerPoint) 

 Flashcards of images of places and Video camera 
(optional) 

 Differentiated activity sheet to label place names 
correctly  

 Mini Chapoleon cut out cats 

 Internet 

http://www.pinterest.com/pin/474003929502290755/
http://www.rembrandthuis.nl/en/rembrandt/belangrijkste-werken/de-nachtwacht
http://www.rembrandthuis.nl/en/rembrandt/belangrijkste-werken/de-nachtwacht
http://www.fantasybookreview.co.uk/blog/2011/10/11/fantastic-fantasy-artwork-2-night-watch-discworld-book-29-by-paul-kidby/
http://www.fantasybookreview.co.uk/blog/2011/10/11/fantastic-fantasy-artwork-2-night-watch-discworld-book-29-by-paul-kidby/
http://www.ultimate-photo-tips.com/portrait-lighting-2.html
http://www.thephotographypodcast.com/podpage/episode-4-review-of-kevin-kubotas-lighting-notebook/
http://www.thephotographypodcast.com/podpage/episode-4-review-of-kevin-kubotas-lighting-notebook/

