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It’s a Small World 
This Unit explores the positive 
influences, impacts and 
changes made by people 
moving into a local area. 
 
Key questions:  

What is meant by the Unit title?  

How has a locality been 
influenced positively? Why do 
people move from one place to 
another?  

What are the reasons people 
may have moved to the UK in 
the past?  

Where can we find any 
evidence and records of past 
people in our locality?  

When did different influences 
occur?  

What evidence of newcomers in 
the past can be found in my 
locality?  

What do road, building and 
place names tell us? 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 Visits could include county/local records office, local history museum, local studies library. 

 The Unit begins with a walk around the locality searching for clues about changes in the past or influences from 
elsewhere (i.e. restaurants selling food from other cultures). 

 

 

National and International Links 
 Links to named places across Europe and the wider world depend on the people and areas that are chosen to 

be studied.  

 This Unit gives pupils an opportunity to make links with people who can give them information about historical 
impacts on their local community via letter writing and emails. Pupils with family backgrounds in other countries 
could provide a wealth of information and be the link to other places. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Visit into school by local museum curator, a traditional storyteller, a local historian, local history society speaker 

or someone living locally who has come from another country (to talk about where they came from and why and 
what positive aspects they have brought with them), or someone who has a famous local family background. 

 Visit into school by someone who runs a local business that originated elsewhere. 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Skill 6 Finding ways to express ideas and emotions 

 Skill 10 Working with perseverance and concentration 

 Skill 14 Appreciating people from different backgrounds 

 Skill 18 Ask questions to extend thinking 



Summaries  
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Art and Design 
 Learning about the artist Shoji Hamada, who 

moved to St Ives in Cornwall and set up a 
pottery with Bernard Leach 

 Learning the technique for slab pot making 

 Finding out and practising painting in simple 
brush strokes with soft-haired brushes 

 Making their own slab pot and decorating it in 
the Japanese brush stroke style 

Music 
 Exploring how British composers and musicians 

can adopt a ‘magpie’ approach, gathering musical 
ideas from many cultures and traditions often 
fusing ideas together to produce a finished product 

 Experiencing music from the classical, folk and pop 
traditions through listening, performing and 
creating 

 There will be an opportunity to work at a very local 
level and it is suggested that at least some time is 
spent researching the different music making going 
on in the vicinity of the school 

Languages 
 Discovering places around the world where 

French is also the official language!  

 Comparing and contrasting living in mainland 
France – what weather, what food, what fruits?  

 Considering what it would be like to have to 
move away from your homeland like the biblical 
character Ruth 

 Joining in with her story through listening and 
reading, filling in missing text and making up 
sentences too 

 There may be an opportunity to taste different 
fruits and give opinions of their taste!  

Maths 

 Exploring different aspects of 
mathematics that have originated 
elsewhere in the world 

 Looking at Rangoli and Islamic designs 

 Exploring different systems of 
numerals and ways of multiplying 
numbers 

Computing 

 Learning about how email works and how mail is 
sent around the world, as well as understanding 
tips for keeping themselves safe when using email 

 Learning appropriate email etiquette as well as 
how to send emails to people to support their 
project 

 Learning to use a range of tools, including digital 
cameras, historical image searches and interactive 
maps to create resources that can be included in 
history project. 

English 
 Diary writing 

 Letter composition and writing 

 Traditional stories and oral storytelling  

 Information and research skills  

 Note writing  

 Recounts (linked to diary writing)  

 Interviews 

It’s a Small 
World 

History 
 A study of the impact of newcomers into 

the UK, over the course of history and 
more recently 

 A local history study  

 Investigating historical influences locally, 
looking at monuments, buildings, local 
business/company names, shop and 
road names 

Geography 
 Using maps and atlases to locate 

the countries where immigrants 
originated from 

 Finding named countries and 
determine routes taken to reach 
the UK 

 Making own route plans  



Resources 3 
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Art and Design 
 Shoji Hamada and techniques Pinterest page 

http://www.pinterest.com/katejhale/shoji-hamada/ 
http://wikiclay.com/wiki/shoji-hamada 

 Clay – ideally firing clay and access to a kiln, but if 
not use air dry clay 

 Clay tools - real or utensils 

 Little pots for making slip 

 Hog hair brushes 

 Small pieces of sponge 

 Soft sable like brushes 

 Watery paint 

 Inks 

 A3 paper 

 Paint or glazes dependent on clay used 

History 
 Local museum information and resources 

 Useful history websites (see list in ‘Other Ideas’ 
in MAIN doc) 

 Local/county records office 

 Census information 

 Local studies library 

 Local history societies/clubs – information and 
speakers 

 Reference books about British invaders 

 Bunting or flags on string (to write key events 
on) 

Music 
 Recorded music (see lessons for suggested pieces) 

 Folk songs from the local area and/or other well-known 
British folksongs such as ‘Greensleeves’, ‘Suo gan’, ‘The 
Miller of Dee’, ‘The Gypsy Rover’ etc.  

 Instruments for pupils to play including electronic keyboard 

 Drum kit if pupils are able to play this 

 Digital rhythm bank (e.g. computer programme or keyboard) 

 See also www.singup.org or for further song ideas or visit: 
http://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music 

 Lyrics and music (if available) to go with chosen examples 
to sing and play - many of these are available on the 
internet. 

 Large map for marking musical influences and inspiration 

 Filming/recording equipment 

It’s a Small World 

Languages 
 Unit PowerPoints  

 Printed flashcards of types of weather  
il fait chaud   il fait froid   il fait beau   il fait mauvais   il pleut   
il neige   il y a des orages   il y a du soleil   il y a du vent    
il y a des nuages 

 Printed flash cards of food  
le riz   les piments   les haricots   le poisson   le curry  le café  

 Printed flash cards of fruit  
Set 1 - une orange   un citron   une pomme   une poire   
un abricot   une banana   une pêche    
Set 2 - une mangue   une papaye   un fruit à pain   un fruit de 
passion   une goyave   un ananas   une banane   un melon 

 Recommended book list: 
La Surprise de Handa by Eileen Brown  
ISBN-13: 978-1852695095 

 Useful links 
http://www.linfo.re/Pratique/Meteo-Reunion/?pgp=meteo 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ijxjynhrdo  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eRDwJX3gic  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWnTVXH4YSY 

English 
 Video clips of local news reports 

 Diary examples 

 Formal and informal letter samples 

 Recount checklist 

 Questionnaire or interview question examples  

 People with historical knowledge willing to be 
interviewed in Wk4 

 Non-fiction history books 

 Local traditional stories, folk tales, folk lore 

Geography 
 Atlases 

 World map (display size) 

 UK maps 

 Local area Ordnance Survey maps 

 Local plans, town guides 

 Map pins and flags 

Maths 
 Rangoli and Islamic 

designs 

 Russian Peasant 
multiplication table 
provided 

Computing 
 Group or individual email account that can 

be used by pupils. 

 Internet resources on email etiquette and 
safety. 

 A willing recipient for the starter activity in 
Lesson 1 

 Interactive mapping software such as 
Google or Bing maps 

 Digital cameras 

http://www.pinterest.com/katejhale/shoji-hamada/
http://wikiclay.com/wiki/shoji-hamada
http://www.singup.org/
http://sounds.bl.uk/World-and-traditional-music
http://www.linfo.re/Pratique/Meteo-Reunion/?pgp=meteo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ijxjynhrdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7eRDwJX3gic
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWnTVXH4YSY

