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Art and Design 
 Pupils will learn about line drawing 

for monoprinting and block printing. 

 They will create images of 
Amazonian animals which can be 

printed onto a frieze of fabric. 

 

 

Geography 
 Climate and location of the 

world’s tropical rainforests. 

 Layers of plants and shrubs 
found in the rainforests. 

 Deforestation in Amazon basin 
and elsewhere in the world. 

 Biodiversity. 

 

English 
 Amazon Survivor! which tells the amazing 

story of Juliane Koepke. 

 Reflective autobiographical writing. 

 Persuasive and informative writing and 
speaking. 

 Mock trial. 

 Research and compare aspects of their own 
lives with that of a child living in the Amazon 
basin. 

 

Music 
 Pupils will focus on ‘monkey music’ and will 

experience swing music. 

 They will sing songs about monkeys and will 
compose and perform music in the swing style. 

 Further enhancement may include listening to 
and performing other songs about animals found 
in the rainforest as well as music which is from or 
has been inspired by the rainforests of the 
Amazon region such as Philip Glass, Aguas da 
Amazonia. 

 

 

Languages 
Il y a un perroquet dans la forêt et il habite dans un arbre. 
Craque craque fait le perroquet quand le soleil brille. 
Join us in the jungle and learn the names of 10 amazing 
Amazon animals.   

 Listen to and learn a poem about the Amazon and write 
sentences from memory, using adjectives to ‘up-level’ our 
work. 

 Ask and answer questions and play ‘Guess who?’ Qui 
suis-je? and investigate which animals are mammals, 
reptiles and so on. 

 Pupils finish with a fact-file and some number revision. 

 

 

Science 
 Water cycle. 

 Predict rates of evaporation in a 
simple experiment. 

 Condensation. 

 Role trees and other plants play in 
the water cycle. 

 Adaptation of trees and plants in the 
rainforest environment. 

 

Maths 

 Order and compare numbers up 
to and beyond 1000. 

 Read, write and convert time 
between analogue and digital 12 
and 24-hour clocks. 

 Addition and subtraction two-
step problems in contexts. 

Amazing 
Amazon 



                                                                                                                                                             Links 
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Amazing Amazon 

This Unit introduces pupils to the mighty River 
Amazon of South America. With over 15,000 
tributaries, some of which are mighty rivers in their 
own right. 
 
Throughout this vibrant Unit pupils learn all about the 
amazing Amazon rainforest and the incredible 
biodiversity it supports. In geography they discover 
what rainforests are and where they are located in 
the world. They find out how plants are arranged in 
the rainforests and also learn about the delicacy of 
the rainforest eco-system. They investigate the threat 
to the forest posed by deforestation and examine its 
causes and possible consequences for humanity. In 
science they learn about the water cycle and how it 
works in the context of the Amazon rainforest They 
also look at how plants have adapted to meet the 
challenges of the rainforest environment. 
 
In English pupils reflect upon the lives of the humans 
and animals who have co-existed in the Amazonian 
rainforest for thousands of years. Drawing inspiration 
from the remarkable indigenous people such as the 
Yanamamo and spectacular animals such as the 
jaguar and the pink river dolphin, pupils continue to 
develop and refine their autobiographical and 
persuasive writing skills. 
 
The Unit concludes with an opportunity for pupils to 
consider ways in which their actions as consumers 
can influence the fate of the world’s rainforests, 
shaping their own future as well as that of humanity 
as a whole. As such, this Unit contributes powerfully 
to an education that promotes sustainability and 

responsible living in the 21
st
 Century world. 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 Pupils could visit a botanical garden where tropical and sub-tropical plants are grown. They could  visit Kew gardens in London, the Eden 

Project in Cornwall or a botanical garden closer to home. 

 Pupils could visit a local zoo to find out more about animals of the tropical rainforest or a zoo keeper could visit school to talk about 
conservation. 

 Pupils could study the trees and plants growing around their school and compare and contrast them with those that they might find in a 
tropical rainforest. 

 Given that this is a summer Unit, many of the role-play activities and exercises could be rehearsed and performed outdoors. 

 Pupils could visit a local market or supermarket to investigate which of its products come from tropical rainforests, especially Amazonia. 

 

 

National and International links 
 Pupils learn about a vast region which stretches across a number of South American nations including Brazil, Bolivia, Venezuela and Peru. 

 The Amazon rainforest is of global significance because of the biodiversity it contains. It’s conservation is relevant to every human being on 
the planet. Efforts to save the rainforest of Amazonia are increasingly international in nature. 

 Experts in a number of fields come from all over the world to study different aspects of the Amazon rainforest’ i.e. botanists, geologists, 
anthropologists etc. 

 Goods from the Amazon rainforest are sold in shops in many different parts of the world including our own. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Experts in a number of fields come from all over the world to study different aspects of the Amazon rainforest’ i.e. botanists, zoologists, 

geologists, anthropologists etc. 

 Many local people depend on the Amazon rainforest for a living, i.e. timber companies, farmers etc. 

 Some indigenous people inhabit the rainforest and live and ‘work’ there in harmony with nature. Most of these tribes have had some degree 
of contact with the outside world but there may still be a few uncontacted tribes living in the remotest regions. They live as hunter gatherers. 

 Some people work in zoos and botanical gardens in this country and their role is increasingly about educating the British public about the 
need to conserve delicate and fragile eco-systems such as rainforests. 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Pupils consider what they can do to save the rainforest. To do this effectively, they will need to learn to act assertively without being rude or 

aggressive. 

 When learning about indigenous people of the Amazon rainforest pupils will need to learn to value others for their differences and the 
contributions that they make to humanity.  

 When discussing and debating topics such as development versus conservation pupils will need to listen carefully and respectfully to the 
views of others even when these are very different to their own views. 



Resources 
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Amazing Amazon 

  
 

 

Art and Design 
 Gaugin monoprint 

www.britishmuseum.org/explore/highlights/highlight_image.aspx?i
mage=ps189207.jpg&retpage=21684 

 Artist Helen Dodsworth 
http://helendodsworth.blogspot.co.uk/2011/09/animal-studies-
mono-prints-and.html 

 Artist Anna Wilson 
www.annawilsonpatterson.com/index.aspx?sectionid=1206241&pr
oductid=1842460 

 Carbon paper, tracing paper, cartridge paper 

 Paper clips, pencils, oil pastels 

 Printing polystyrene  

(fruit & veg packaging is often made of this) 

 Primary colour printing inks for paper or textiles 

 Rollers and flat palettes to roll out ink 

Languages 
 Unit PowerPoint 

 Puppet: multi-coloured parrot  

 Printed flashcards of the animals taken from the Unit 
PowerPoint 

 Printed vocabulary lists to illustrate 

 Word searches 

 Gap fill exercise sheet 

 Printed cards from Unit PowerPoint for pair work activity 

 Optional: dictionaries 

 Mini whiteboards or paper 

 Printed copies of fact-file (Optional) 

 Song: Un éléphant se balançait 

Useful websites: 

www.professeurphifix.net/eveil/biologie_classement_animaux.p
dfè 

http://marie.laurencin.over-
blog.com/pages/La_classification_des_animaux-51847.html 

www.mamalisa.com 

Geography 
 Atlases, globes 

 Maps showing Equator and the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn 

 Photographs of the rainforest (available 
online and in the PowerPoint presentation, 
that accompanies this Unit) 

 Eden Project website 

 

Applied 
Maths 
 Statistics about the 

Amazon and other 
major rivers 

 12 and 24 hour clocks 

Science 
 Mirror 

 Hot water in flask or kettle 

 Cold water in a glass 

 Photos of steamy bathroom or 
shower cubicle 

 Photos of rain and cloud in 
Amazon 

 Diagram of water cycle 

 Kitchen roll 

 Beakers 

 Straws  

 Plastic bottles 

 Reference books, websites on 
rainforests 

Unit Conclusion 
 Images showing the effects of deforestation 

(available on the internet) 

 Images showing loggers at work (available on the 
internet and included in the PowerPoint presentation 
that accompanies the Unit) 

 A piece of hardwood or an item made of mahogany 
or rosewood if one is available 

 A list of possible solutions for deforestation 
(provided in the body of text) 

 Cardboard and other materials suitable for making a 
board game for two or more players (ideally, 
recycled materials to fit in with the ethos of the 
lesson and the Unit as a whole) 

 

English 
 Photographs of Juliane Koepke 

aged 17 and as a grown woman 
(available on the internet). 

 Photographs of the Amazon 
rainforest and its waterways 
(available on the internet). 

 Amazon Survivor! An age 
appropriate version of the Juliane 
Koepke survival story is provided 
with this Unit. 

Music 
 Songs about monkeys which should include: 

‘I wanna be like you’ from Jungle Book - live 
accompaniment if available or CD or backing from 
internet if not. 

‘The Monkey’s Tale’ - from Yanomamo by Peter Rose 
and Anne Conlon (www.roseconlonmusic.co.uk/) if 
time allows it would be worthwhile to explore this 
piece as a whole within this Unit. 

 Listening examples of music with a swing rhythm e.g. 
Glenn Miller’s ‘In the Mood’. 

 Selection of percussion instruments. 

 Selection of pitched instruments (including pupils’ 
own). 

 Recording/filming equipment. 
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