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Sounding Off  
In this Unit a leading role is given to 
sounds in general and their use in making 
music in particular.  How different sounds 
are produced is developed in music and 
what causes them to be different is 
looked at in science. 
 
In the launch lesson pupils explore how 
sounds are made and transmitted.  
Emphasis is given to sounds being made 
in a wide range of ways but in each case 
something is vibrating.  This is then 
examined in more detail in terms of 
sounds getting louder, higher or fainter. 
 
The first lesson in English starts with 
exploring a poem and asking pupils to 
consider how the poet has made use of 
various sounds in the poem.  This then 
develops into the exploration of a story in 
which animals perform as musicians, with 
pupils developing ideas about how this 
device can be extended and applied.   

Later use is made of Saint-Saëns 
‘Carnival of the Animals’ with its depiction 
of different animals in different ways and 
finally use of English in terms of report 
writing to support investigation work in 
science. 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 There is scope both in the science and music work for pupils to assemble and perform in a ‘junk band’.  It 

may be desirable for this to perform outdoors. 

 In science some of the work relates to sounds produced further away being fainter; it may be considered 
more effective to conduct this outdoors, where distant sounds can be from further away. 

 

 

National and International links 

 There are a number of links with other countries that can be explored: the work in English includes study of 
a French composer and German writers and one of the suggested references in science is to an Austrian 
orchestra. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 The work in science relates to the study of sound, which travels as waves.  Many areas of science include 

the study and application of waves, including sound technology, audiology, theatre and concert 
management and ultrasound technology in medical and manufacturing sciences. 

 All aspects of study and performance of music have a strong foundation in this topic, as do computer 
applications that make use of sound. 

 There are strong links between music and maths, with music using patterns of notes and combinations of 
different frequencies. 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 

 Work with perseverance and concentration 

 Able to ask questions that extend your own thinking and that of others 
 

 



Summaries 
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Computing 

 Pupils will experiment with Audacity 

 Understand audio wave forms, volume and 
the importance of using a microphone 
correctly 

 Applying effects to music, such as tempo, 
pitch and volume changes 

 Understand that music can be created 
using simple loops 

 Make their own music using Jam Studio or 
Soundation 

Art and Design 
Sound drawings:  

 Observe object & tell another pupil 
what to draw 

 Draw while listening to sounds 

 Sound waves 

 What they look like 

 Mobile sculptures inspired by sound 
waves 

Science 
 The science of sound is explored, including developing 

an understanding of what sound is and how it travels 

 A variety of active learning approaches are used to 
make sounds in various ways and then find out: 
 How sounds can be made louder 
 How the pitch of a sound can be increased 
 What happens if the source of the sound gets 

further away 

 Pupils develop their ability to connect observed 
phenomena, such as how an improvised instrument can 
be made to make a lower note, with an explanation, 
such as it having a longer column of air or less tension in 
a taut string.  It is a good context for them to develop 
explanations from evidence and start to make 
predictions about ‘what will happen if…’ 

Music 
 Explore the different families of 

instruments 

 Experience musical instruments 
being played live 

 Listen to high quality recordings 

 Understand how sounds are made 
by musical instruments 

English 
 The poetry of sound is explored through a 

thrilling WH Auden poem to learn by heart 

 There is also the creation of a collection 
of imaginative poetic sentences linked to 
a series of musical sketches by Saint-
Saëns 

 On the non-fiction side we are writing 
reports based on their investigations in 
science lesson 

Languages 
 The emphasis in this Unit is on developing listening skills 

and awareness and knowledge of French phonics. 

 Linking to the English Primary Languages objectives we will 
look at how to express opinions (j’aime/je n’aime pas) and 
how to use the appropriate registers for effective 
communication (SL12) in exploring the difference in French 
between ‘tu’ and ‘vous’. 

 Pupils continue to learn the names of clothing and link to 
Music with Peter and the Wolf - Pierre et le Loup. 

 There is an opportunity to look at musical instruments 
related to Prokoviev’s piece, together with the how an 
orchestra is divided into different sections.   

Sounding 
Off 

Maths 

 Interpret and present data using 
appropriate graphical methods 

 Count in multiples of 6, 7, 9, 25 and 1000 

 Identify, represent and estimate numbers 
using different representations 

 Solve comparison, sum and difference 
problems 



Resources 
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 Art and Design 

 Sketchbooks or paper on boards and Pencils/graphite 

 Objects to draw 

 Kilford - artist 
www.dazeddigital.com/artsandculture/article/4163/1/kilford-making-art-from-music 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/8127502.stm 

 Paul Klee - artist 

 Rhythmic 1930, Pastoral Rhythms 1927 

 Contemplation 1938   www.wikipaintings.org/en/paul-klee/ 

 Kandinsky - artist Internet search ‘Kandinsky music images’ 

 Music player 

 A piece of calm music and a piece of exciting vibrant music 

 Paints, brushes, oil pastels, colour crayons, pencils 

 At least A3 size paper- 2 for each pupil 

 Internet search of ‘sound wave images’ 

 Images of sound waves- vectors 

 Mobile structures images www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=mobiles 

 A mobile to show 

 Range of materials for making mobiles: 
o Card, pipe cleaners, balsa wood, sticks, acetate, wire, string, wool 
o Cutters, scissors, glue, tape, paints, crayons etc 
o String across the class room at ceiling level for mobiles to be hung on while 

working on them 

Sounding Off English 
 ‘O What is That Sound?’ 

 * by W.H.Auden 

 Highlighters/markers 

 Drum 

 Brothers Grimm story ‘The Musicians 
of Bremen’ 

 Saint-Saëns ‘Carnival of the Animals’ 

 
 

Computing 
 Soundation - http://soundation.com/ 

 Jam Studio - 
www.jamstudio.com/Studio/index.htm 

 Microphone 

 Audacity 

 A selection of musical or percussion 
instruments 

 

Applied 
Maths 
 Recordings of sounds 

 Musical instruments 

 

Science 
 Various materials to make improvised instruments, e.g. cans, bottles, comb, paper, boxes, plastic 

tubes, margarine tubs, elastic band, straws, jars, pieces of wood and metal etc. 

 Range of instruments such as recorders, tambourines, triangles etc.  Important to have at least one 
(e.g. recorder) which can play notes of different pitches 

 If pupils in the class (or other classes) are learning to play instruments, their contribution should be 
drawn upon 

 At least one instrument (see above) that can play notes of a different pitch.  Possibilities include: 
o Recorder 
o Trombone 
o Straw reed instrument (see science lesson 3) 
o Various lengths of rigid plastic tube to strike 

 Sets of bottles (either glass or plastic) 

 Something that will make a simple noise consistently, for comparative tests (see science lesson 4) 

 Plastic cups 

 Selection of insulating materials 

Languages 
 Unit PowerPoints 

 Clothes Vocabulary sheet 

 Song: Bateau sur l’eau (on PowerPoint) 

 Shopping list  

 Old catalogues/magazines of clothes for cutting and 
sticking 

 Blank paper 

 Further resources: 
o An animated version of Pierre et le Loup in 

French is available on Internet/DVD 
o Optional resources – musical instruments flash 

cards 

 
 

Music 
 ‘Make that Sound’ – Jan Faulkner (singup.org) 

 ‘I once Saw an Elephant’ – Vo Fletcher (singup.org) 

 ‘The Drover’s Dream’ – trad. Australian (singup.org) 

 ‘The Orchestra Song’ (various versions available on 
the internet) 

 Examples of instruments from the different families – 
strings/wind/brass/percussion/piano  

 Lengths of hosepipe and a selection of mouthpieces 
to fit hosepipe 

 Recordings of different instrumental families 

 Clips from the internet of orchestral performances as 
well as animations. 

http://www.dazeddigital.com/artsandculture/article/4163/1/kilford-making-art-from-music
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/entertainment/arts_and_culture/8127502.stm
http://www.wikipaintings.org/en/paul-klee/
http://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=mobiles
http://soundation.com/
http://www.jamstudio.com/Studio/index.htm

