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Dragons – Fact or Fiction? 
The theme of ‘dragons’ challenges pupil 
perception of what is real and what is not .They 
journey through ages, times and places searching 
for clues and this culminates in a class presented 
news programme at the end of the Unit which 
seeks to answer the question, Dragons – are they 
fact or fiction? A great deal of the Unit is built 
around fantasy, but at each step, an element of 
truth and history is unveiled. Pupils work as a team 
of dragon experts and explorers and then take on 
roles as reporters, presenters, journalists and 
entertainers in the final session. 

 
In this Unit, pupils will become a team of dragon 
enthusiasts who investigate reported sightings of 
dragons. They will immerse themselves in 
‘dragonology’, researching dragon ‘stories’ and 
‘history’ so that they are a well-informed team. 
 
Pupils will have opportunities for imaginative writing 
and poetry about dragons and heroes. They will 
explore dragon sounds and movements through music 
and PE. 
 
Dragon myths and legends, such as St George and 
the Dragon, Chinese dragons and Beowulf and the 
Dragon will be studied and pupils will examine ancient 
and modern architecture with dragon themes.  
 
Key questions:  
What do we really know about dragons?  

How are dragons sorted and grouped?  
Are there any dragon remains?  
What do dragons symbolise?  
What are legends?  
Where do dragons come from?  
How do dragons move and what sounds do they 
make?  
Who was Saint George?  
Why do we have the Union Jack?  
Where might a dragon be found in the UK? 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 Visit to natural history museum to investigate dinosaurs 

 Search for dragon designs on local architecture 

 

 

National and International links 
 Chinese dragon dance troupe visit school 

 Watch a dragon themed film 

 Contact schools in other areas and countries to find out their local dragon stories and legends 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Explorer, reporter, journalist, researcher, film maker, expedition leader, outdoor learning professional or similar 

to visit class and discuss expedition planning 

 Librarian or local storyteller to visit and recount legends 

 Author of dragon story/stories to visit and share ideas and stories with pupils 

 Visit to school by palaeontologist, museum curator or education officer to help pupils explore dinosaur relics 
and any links to dragons 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Work with perseverance, concentrate, focus on task and ignore distractions 

 Able to ask questions that extend your own thinking and that of others 

 Able to generate new ideas and new possibilities from individual and group discussion 



Summaries 
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Languages 
 The pupils will meet a very shy little dragon in the story La petite histoire du 

dragon timide.  

 They will be Language Detectives, listening and reading the story and looking 
for clues - identifying words that look the same or similar to English 

 Learn the names of colours in French 

 Identify the French flag and its colours 

 Join in with the words and actions of a French song ’I, 2, 3, nous irons au bois’ 

 Use French to greet one another 

 Join in a dragon song 

 Read and recognise colours written in French 

 Ask what colour something is and respond with c’est… 

 Begin to learn and remember some parts of a dragon’s body 

 Use the colours learned to describe dragons orally and/or in writing (labels or 
simple sentences) 

 Begin to use body parts vocabulary to play Pin the Tail on the Dragon 
(optional)  

 Devise and perform simple role-play (optional) 

History  
 Who was the real Saint George? 

 Saints and Patron Saints across the ages and ‘The 
Golden Legend’ book of saints by Jacobus de 
Voragine 

 Flags and heraldic emblems – Origins of the Union 
Jack 

 Beowulf and the Dragon – the first English literature to 
feature a dragon slayer. Based on real people and 
events? (6th century Scandinavia and links to Anglo-
Saxons) 

 Dragons in architecture – past to present (i.e. Gothic 
architecture, Catalan Modernist architecture, Chinese 
Imperial palaces, Seoul ‘Dancing Dragons’ two tower 
complex) 

 Evidence of dragons in history (dragons or dinosaurs?) 

Art  

 What is your idea of a dragon? 

 Dragon sketches, paintings, collage 

 Compare and contrast ancient and modern 
architecture with dragon designs and themes – 
design a dragon themed building/ city/ park 

 Artist Dante Gabriel Rossetti (1862) – stained 
glass windows depicting story of St George and 
the dragon  

 Find dragons in artistic forms e.g. dragons on 
trinket boxes, rings, bracelets, water jugs, pipes, 
bracelets 

 Create 3D dragons 

Dragons  

Fact or Fiction? 

Music 
 Chinese dragon dance music 

 Dragon sounds and noises 

 Using percussion instruments to 
‘narrate’ a tale 

 ‘Walk the Dinosaur’ by Was Not Was 

 Puff the Magic Dragon song. 

English 
 Explore characteristics of legends 

 Investigate symbolism of dragons and mythical creatures 

 Read different versions of the legend of St George and the dragon 
(recognition of common themes) 

 Poetry - read, rewrite and then rehearse a performance of Beowulf 
and the dragon or Jabberwocky 

 Alliteration and kennings - linked it to their use in the epic poem of 
‘Beowulf and the Dragon’ 

 Decoding (Beowulf was written in ‘old’ English – what is that? 
Jabberwocky is ‘nonsense’) 

 Design and write a persuasive advertisement for a dragon slayer 

 Questions and keys to group dragons 

 Imaginative writing about dragons – a fantasy story about finding a 
dragon’s egg, a legend or a new ending to a known legend ie what if 
George and the dragon were friends? 

 Rewriting using different or local dialect 

 ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ – book series by Cressida Cowell 

Geography 
 Dragon lair possible UK locations 

 Where have dragons been found 
or reported in UK?  

 Maps, routes for the journalists 

 News report plan: Where? Why? 
Who? When? How? 

PE optional addition to your PE 

programme  
 Dance – movement inspired by dragons (hatching 

from an egg, flying, in battle…).  shapes, rolls, turns, 
jumps, balances.  Develop sequences then put 
movements to music. 

 Chinese dragon dance (watch video and use 
inspiration to plan and develop own dragon dance 
sequence to relevant music 

Applied Maths 
 Chinese Dragons - Numerology 

around the number 9 

 Position and direction – find the 
dragon’s lair/egg 



Resources 
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Art 
 Images artist Stanley Grosse collages 

 http://grossestudio.ddupreerealty.com/flats-albums-
2/samurai-series/ 

 Sketch books 

 Paints, coloured pencils, pens, oil pastels 

 Paper 

 Items for collage i.e. glue, recycled coloured papers/card, 
felt, foil 

 Rossetti window 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/s/st-george-and-the-
dragon-window/   

 Images of children’s faux stained glass  dragon 
http://createartwithme.blogspot.co.uk/2012/10/dragon-
faux-stained-glass.html 

 Thin black card (for leadwork) 

 Colour tissue paper cut into 5 cm squares approx 

 Sticky back paper about 25cm square for each pupil 

 Tape 

 Images of modernist and Japanese and Chinese 
architecture and other 3D art showing dragon designs 
http://www.archdaily.com/90689/ad-classics-casa-batllo-
antoni-gaudi/      
http://www.dezeen.com/2012/05/17/dancing-dragons-by-
adrian-smith-gordon-gill-architecture/ 
http://www.archdaily.com/215249/dragon-skin-pavilion-emmi-
keskisarja-pekka-tynkkynen-lead/ 

 Internet search of ‘Chinese dragon architecture’ images 

 Internet search of ‘Chinese dragon dance’ images 

 Internet search of ‘dragon sculpture’ images 

 Clay – aired drying or firing 

 Clay tools 

 Materials to make dragon costume 

History 
 Source of images and information about coats of arms, flags, heraldic 

symbols 

 Patron Saint information 

 ‘The Golden Legend’ book information 

Music 
 Small percussion instruments 

 Selection of familiar tuned instruments 

 Songs and music with dragon themes i.e. ‘Puff 
the Magic Dragon’ ‘Pete’s Dragon’ film music 
‘Walk the Dinosaur’ by Was Not Was 

 Chinese dragon music recordings and music 
score 

 Music sheets (blank to write on) 

English 
 Printed copies of the section of Beowulf 

poem incorporating battle scene 

 Image of original Beowulf manuscript 

 Copies of Jabberwocky 

 Blank storyboards or writing frames 

 Robin Hood and King Arthur legends 

 UK Dragon legends (list of titles) 

 Video clip of news report 

 Advertising examples  

 Book ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by 
Cressida Cowell (optional or other dragon 
story book) 

 Films-‘The Magic Sword’ ‘Dragon Slayer’ 
‘Shrek’ 

Languages 
 Unit PowerPoint  

 Printed version of the Unit story La 
petite histoire du dragon timide 
printed out on to A3 paper as a ‘big 
book’ 

 Tricolore flag  (French flag) or a 
picture 

 Set of large colour flashcards vert, 
marron, rouge, orange, rose, 
violet, jaune, bleu, blanc  

 Small colour word card sets  

 Songs: Un, deux, trois nous irons 
aux bois and Alouette (Internet) 

 Coloured pieces of paper colours 
or coloured objects such as 
Compare Bears/Multilink/pencils – 
one set per two pupils 

 Gap fill activity sheet  

 Picture of multi coloured dragon 

 Activity sheet template (blank 
dragon) 

 French dictionaries 

 Dragon’s tail (optional) 

 Recommended book list: 
‘Un Lion Jaune’ Matthew Van Fleet  
ISBN 2203552646  

Applied Maths 
 Analogue and digital 

clocks 

 Statistics on dinosaurs 

Geography 
 UK maps and UK atlases 

 Access to physical and human 
geographical information and data 
about locations in UK 
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