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What did the Romans do for us? 
This Unit introduces pupils 
to Roman civilisation. They 
learn where Rome is and 
how, according to legend, 
the city got its name.  
 
Pupils discover how the 
Empire began and spread. 
They study the role of the 
army and that of architects, 
builders and engineers in 
creating a mighty empire. 
 
They learn about the Roman 
way of life, including how it 
depended on slavery. They 
discover how southern Britain 
became a province of the 
Roman Empire.  
 
Finally, pupils will investigate 
the impact that the Romans 
had on Britain and how our 
own lives continue to be 
influenced by them more than 
1,500 years after their 
departure.  

 

Outdoor Learning 
This Unit offers a wealth of outdoor learning opportunities. Pupils could: 

 Visit a Roman site close to their school. Many British cities contain significant Roman remains 

 Visit a museum which has Roman artefacts 

 Practise and perform some of the role-play activities that feature in the Unit in an outdoor setting 

 Look for examples of Roman influences such as the use of Roman numerals around school or in their local village or town 

 

 

National and International links 
 The Roman Empire spread across three continents: Europe, Africa and Asia. People from many different parts of the Empire came to 

Britain as soldiers, traders or officials. 

 Rome was the capital of the Empire and its architecture was copied in other Roman cities such as Bath. 

 Many words in modern English are derived from Latin, the language that was used across the Roman Empire. Some modern foreign 
languages such as Italian, French and Spanish evolved out of Latin. 

 Italy remains an important European country today and its iconic cities are visited by hundreds of thousands of tourists each year. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Citizens of the Roman Empire were involved in many different kinds of work. They worked as government officials, writers, engineers, 

architects, musicians, actors, sculptors, builders, farmers, doctors and a great many more occupations. A great deal of work was done 
by slaves and they received no pay. Some slaves were treated well whilst others were not. Many men spent years of their lives serving 
as soldiers in the Roman Army. They had to be very fit. Discipline was harsh and those that failed in their duties could expect to be 
punished severely. 

 Many people today have jobs that bring them into contact with the world of the Romans: antique dealers, archaeologists, film-makers, 
museum curators, teachers, tour guides and writers of fiction and non-fiction. 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 The Romans were excellent at completing huge building projects that went on for many years such as roads and aqueducts. They 

must have known how to break down big challenges into small achievable steps. We remember this when we say ‘Rome wasn’t built in 
a day.’ (Links to CLSfL Skill 7) 

 Peoples’ rights and responsibilities in Rome were quite different to peoples’ rights and responsibilities in modern Britain. For example, 
in Rome women had far fewer rights than men. Slaves had no rights at all. This helps us to appreciate that rights and responsibilities 
can vary according to time and place.(Links to CLSfL Skill 20) 

 Much of what we take for granted today was brought to us by the Romans. This helps us to appreciate the ways in which different 
people have contributed to and enriched our way of life.(Links to CLSfL Skill 14) 
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Resources 

English 
 Internet or reference books for research 

 Examples of persuasive text, invitations, biographies and 
magazine/newspaper articles 

 A number of texts have been created specifically for the 
English lessons in this Unit. These can be found in the 
resource pack. They include: 
o A Life of Luxury? 
o Julius Caesar information sheet 
o Why the Iceni were ready to rebel 

 

 

Computing  
 Easi Speak or Easi Speak pro 

microphones, computer/Phones/tablets or 
other recording devices 

 Costumes for the panel (optional) 

 Headphones 

 Audacity 

 Question time introduction (In resource 
pack) 

 Padlet, Popplet or other online mind 
mapping tool 
http://padlet.com/ 
http://popplet.com/ 

 

Music 
 Pictures of Roman musical performance and instruments (an internet search will 

reveal lots) 

 Recordings if possible (again there are examples on the internet but you may also 
wish to use:  
Synaulia, Music of Ancient Rome, Vol. I – Wind Instruments - Amiata Records ARNR 
1396, Florence, 1996. 
Synaulia, Music of Ancient Rome, Vol. II – String Instruments - Amiata Records, 
ARNR 0302, Rome, 2002. 
Thaleia, Carmina Canere Music of Ancient Rome, Vol. I –Tarragona - Spain 2012. 

 Examples of standard notation 4 beat rhythm patterns comprising crotchets and 
quavers. Each pattern should be just four beats in length e.g. two crotchets and four 

quavers            

 Examples of modern day instruments to compare with those we know about from 
Ancient Rome. 

 Selection of class percussion (xylophones, drums, claves, tambourines, cymbals etc.) 

 Suggested Songs: 
o A and C Black -  songsheet  series– Just Like  Roman 
o Southgate - Rip Roaring Rounds book  - three Roman rounds 
o See also singup.org for further ‘Roman’ songs 

What did the Romans do for us? 

Languages 
 Unit PowerPoints 

 Map of Roman invasions including Gaul 

 Pictures of family members – a father, a mother, a 
brother, a sister (Unit PowerPoint) 

 Printed number cards 1 – 12, number fans etc. 

 Flash cards of Roman numerals 

 Flash cards of written number words 

 Flash cards of family members 

 Phonic flash cards   

 Dice of numbers 1 – 6, enough for the children to 
work in pairs or small groups with two dice in 
each group 

 Mini whiteboards and whiteboard pens 

 Template for ‘official document’ from the Unit 
PowerPoint 

 Asterix stories/film/cartoons 

 

 

History 
 A number of texts have been created 

specifically for the history lessons in 
this Unit. These can be found in the 
resource pack.  
They include: 
o Rome and its buildings 
o Caesar’s reasons for invading 

Britain 
o Roman army discipline 

 

 
 

Geography 
 Globe, atlas, maps of modern Italy (physical 

and political) 

 A simple outline map of Italy for pupils to 
annotate 

 Photos of Italy, showing a selection of the 
most iconic buildings, landmarks etc. 

 Photos showing the contrast between north 
and south  

 

Design and Technology 
 Cooker, saucepans, wooden spoons, blenders 

 Variety of clear plastic glasses and sample taster 
glasses 

 Paring knives, chopping boards 

 Soup recipes 

 Roman foods and herbs, stinging nettles, lemons 

 Gloves 

 Video http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/foods-
and-drinks-the-romans-brought-to-britain/12767.html 

 

 

 

http://padlet.com/
http://popplet.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synaulia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wind_Instruments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amiata_Records
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synaulia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/String_Instruments
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Amiata_Records
http://www.thaleia.es/?seccion=musica&lan=es
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/foods-and-drinks-the-romans-brought-to-britain/12767.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningzone/clips/foods-and-drinks-the-romans-brought-to-britain/12767.html
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Summaries 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

English 
 Attempt three pieces of extended writing in very different 

genres and write a biography of Julius Caesar, the most 
famous Roman of them all. 

 Write a newspaper article about Boudicca’s rebellion 
against the Romans in A.D. 61. 

 Write a persuasive letter inviting their Roman neighbours 
to a luxurious feast at their newly completed Roman villa. 

 Pupils will enjoy the multitude of speaking and listening 
and role-play activities that are included in the Unit to 
support their reading and writing. 

Design and Technology 
 Identify the foods brought to Britain by the 

Romans and make nettle tea. 

 Take on the role of Celtic chefs preparing 
and making a soup for Roman soldiers. 

 Make bread from a Roman recipe. 

 Evaluate a range of foods eaten by 
Romans. 

Geography 
 Learn about the physical and 

human geography of modern Italy 

 Learn to recognise the country’s 
distinctive shape and its location in 
relation to the rest of Europe 

 Explore regional differences 
between the rich north and the 
poor south 

 

Languages 
 As a Roman soldier moves from Gaul to visit their village, 

pupils will need to be able to talk to him in French and answer 
questions about themselves and their families 

 Pupils will learn to: 
o introduce themselves in French 
o say their age 
o introduce their immediate family 
o use mon/ma/mes in the context of family members 
o read, understand, say and spell the days of the week 
o investigate the links between French and Latin 
o write who is in their (imaginary) family and give their 

names for an official document/census 
o learn the phoneme/grapheme link for eu and revise 

others to aid independent writing 

 

Computing 

 Use the internet and experiences from English 
lessons to learn about the Romans. 

 Develop questions for individuals and groups of 
people such as Julius Caesar, Boudicca, a noble 
couple, a poor plebeian couple, a soldier and a 
couple who are slaves. 

 Hold a press conference or radio panel style 
interview, recording and editing audio into a radio 
program. 

 Evaluate the different perspectives and make 
judgements about life in the Roman Empire. 

 

Applied Maths 

 Produce a ready reckoner for ingredients 
for the soup for the soldiers 

 Investigate fractions using the timeline of 
Julius Caesar’s life 

 Use 10s and tenths to organise a school 

 Identify shapes and angles within an 
amphitheatre 

 

 

 

What did the 
Romans do 

for us? 

History 
 Learn about Julius Caesar’s invasions of 

Britain in 55 B.C. and 54 B.C. 

 Learn how the Romans expanded and 
defended their Empire, including newly 
conquered southern Britain. 

 The role of the Roman army is investigated 
and pupils learn what life was like for soldiers 
serving on Hadrian’s Wall. 

Music 
 Explore the music the Romans would have 

experienced, including instruments, association 
with events and notation 

 Create, notate and perform their own Roman march 

It is also suggested that pupils sing songs to support 
their learning in all subject areas. There are 
suggested songs you may wish to use. The songs do 
not have to be done as part of the music lesson and 
may well be better used to enhance the learning 
experience throughout the Unit.  

 

 


