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Around the World in 20 Days 
In this Unit, pupils will be taken on a 
journey that begins in their own 
country, moves to France and ends in 
the USA.  
 
Pupils will be introduced to three children 
and they will find out about the countries 
that they live in and how they differ from 
their own. 
 
They will explore geographical and 
cultural differences by creating a Holiday 
Fair which will help people to decide 
which country they would like to visit. 
Pupils will create leaflets from their 
research which will be displayed at the 
Holiday Fair.  
 
In English they will also look at traditional 
fables from each country and have the 
opportunity to write their own.  
 
In music, they will study traditional and 
modern music from each country and in 
art they will learn about 3 current collage 
artists from UK, France and USA. 
 
In maths they will look at currency 
exchange and at measures of height and 
length. They will also use their computing 
skills to create a PowerPoint or blog 
about the different countries. 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 Farm shop, arable/mixed farm/smallholding, local supermarket, garden centre/nursery 

 Designing and maintaining own vegetable / flower plot within school  

 Studying/identifying plants (wild and cultivated) in the outdoor environment and related art activities 

 

 

National and international links 
 Study of other countries (France and The United States). Set up email penpals with a school in one of 

these countries.  

 Talking to adults and children who may have lived or visited these countries. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Travel agents 

 Importers/exporters of goods 

 Language school 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Skill 7: Speaking for myself and listening to others. 

 Skill 8: Talking, sharing and making decisions with others.  

 Skill 10: Creating new ideas and solutions. 



Links 
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Resources 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Applied 

Computing 

Making a PowerPoint or 
blog with photographs 
and text. 

Geography 

 Photographs of children from around the world 

 World atlases, globes and maps 

 Websites such as http://kids.nationalgeographic.co.uk/kids/  

 Information and reference books about the United Kingdom, 
France and the USA 

 Artefacts for each country (or photographs of them as 
appropriate!) such as food items (croissants, cranberries, 
hamburgers, fish and chips), Childrens’ books (Tin Tin, Harry 
Potter, Mickey Mouse), landmarks (Big Ben, The Eiffel 
Tower, The Hollywood sign) 

 

Music 

 Nursery rhymes from the UK, France 
and the USA 

 Audio of UK jigs/reels, French 
musette music and bluegrass from 
the USA. Links to websites are given 
within the lessons 

 ICT access for some of the 
additional internet activities 

Around the World 

in 20 Days 

English 

 ‘Br’er Rabbit and the Briar Patch’: A tale from 
the USA 

 The tale of Chicken Licken who thought the sky 
was falling 

 Reynard the Fox and Bruin the Bear: A tale 
from France 

 Examples of other fables or versions of the 
fables mentioned above 

 Leaflets for local tourist attractions or 
locations 

Languages  

 Unit PowerPoint 

 Flag flashcards 

 Mini vehicle flashcards 

 1 x feely bag/box with vehicle flashcards (1)   

 1 x feely bag/box with flag flashcards 

 French music for pass the parcel game  

 Phonic flashcards (1) j r u un ou (en an) 

 Phonic flashcards (2) j r u un ou (chat rat) 

 Bilingual dictionaries 

 Paper to write individual page for book 

 Karaoke version of ‘Wheels on the Bus’ - optional  

 Vehicle flashcards (2) 

 A3/poster paper for stamp 

 Ball/Object (wheel/toy car….) 

 Large pieces of paper for stamp designs – A3  

 Recommended book list: 
Qui Conduit? Leo Timmers 
La Promenade de Monsieur Gumpy John Burningham 
T’Choupi books by Thierry Courtin including: 

 T’Choupi Prend le Train 

 T’Choupi Fait du Bateau  

 T’Choupi et les Transports 

 Les Véhicules avec T’Choupi  

Art and Design 
 Artist Dexter Dalwood UK collage- ‘View from a 

window’ 
‘https://www.gagosian.com/artists/dexter-
dalwood 

 Jonathan Talbot USA collage 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Talbot 
http://miragesdimages.free.fr/collages.htm#up 

 Helene Michel-Donadieu France collage 
http://www.artabus.com/donadieuhel/voletbleu 

 Sketch books 

 A selection of magazines with suitable images 
for cutting up –gardening, travel, catalogues, 
newspapers etc. 

 Scissors 

 A4 pocket for each pair 

 Document camera/visualiser 

 A3 or bigger paper 

 Document camera/visualiser 

 Different size type of papers 

 Watercolour paints, pastels and colour crayons 

Maths 
Appropriate materials to record 
survey results and to create a 
pictogram about holidays. 

http://kids.nationalgeographic.co.uk/kids/
https://www.gagosian.com/artists/dexter-dalwood
https://www.gagosian.com/artists/dexter-dalwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jonathan_Talbot
http://miragesdimages.free.fr/collages.htm#up
http://www.artabus.com/donadieuhel/voletbleu
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Summaries
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

Applied 
Computing 
 Creating a PowerPoint or 

blog with words and 
pictures for each country. 

Music 

 Learn about folk music. 

 Listen to some traditional music 
from the UK, France and the USA. 

 Learn some key characteristics of 
the three styles featured – 
jigs/reels, French musette and 
bluegrass. 

 Learn about the instruments used 
in these musical styles. 

 

Languages  

Just how did Jules Verne travel around the world in 80 days? 
By train? By foot? By rocket? By tractor? Travel with us as we 
learn to say how we travel to school, to France and the 
countries which border it and ask others how they get there 
too.  

 Together pupils map their own journey to La Belgique, La 
Suisse, L’Allemagne, L’Italie, L’Espagne – and learn how to 
say hello when they get there!  

 Design a stamp to put on a postcard from their travels 
describing the great things they know about their chosen 
country and why you should visit too. 

 Learn more phonics to help us read and write. En is 
particularly helpful in this Unit. La Fontaine’s characters from 
his famous fable Le Chat et le Vieux Rat teach us a little 
about rhymes and silent letters at the end of words and a 
dictionary challenge gives more practice looking up words to 
make our stories more original. 

 

Art and Design 
 Learn what collage is. 

 Learn about 3 collage artists from 
UK, France and USA. 

 Consider scale and position of 
images in collage. 

 Work with a partner to create a 

collage. 

Geography 

 Studying the United Kingdom, France and the 
USA. 

 To find out about each countries’: 
1. flag 
2. capital city 
3. biggest river 
4. highest mountain or mountain range 
5. famous landmarks 
6. ocean surrounding 
7. climate 

 Pupils will use this information to create a 
Holiday Fair for other pupils and guests to come 
along and choose a holiday destination. 

 

 

English 
 Reading traditional fables from the 

United Kingdom, France and the USA. 

 Using these as models to create their 
own fable. 

 Writing text for and creating a 
persuasive leaflet to encourage people 

to visit each country. 

Around the 
World in 20 

Days 

Maths 

 Converting currency. 

 Comparing distances, heights 
and lengths. 

 Recording and interpreting 
data. 

 


