
 

Unit:   Set in Stone 
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Links 
 

 

Set in Stone 

Pupils need to know about the lives and 
legacy of early Britons and settlers, including 
those who lived during the Stone, Bronze and 
Iron Ages. 
 
Through this Unit pupils will have opportunities 
to consider how and why the ways of life 
adopted by prehistoric people slowly changed 
over time. They will need to know that these 
changes took place many thousands of years 
ago and that we cannot always be precise 
about dates in a prehistoric era. 
 
Key questions that will be explored include: 

 Who were the first people to live in the 
British Isles and how do we know about 
them? 

 What differences did the development of 
farming make to the lives of early people? 

 How creative were early people and what 
did they leave behind that we can see? 

 What similarities and differences are there 
between the lives of early people and our 
own? 
 

Opportunities for creativity within this Unit 
include: 

 producing cave paintings in Art; 

 composing and performing prehistoric 
music; 

 devising a gymnastic routine based on 
Stone Age hunting; 

 designing a summer shelter for a nomadic 
hunter-gatherer family 

 
Aspects will be explored through a time 
traveller’s survival pack for the Stone Age. 

 

Outdoor Learning 
There are many opportunities for outdoor learning in this exciting Unit. Early man lived a largely outdoor existence at close 
proximity to the plants and animals that were essential to his survival. 
 
Opportunities for outdoor learning present themselves through: 

 Gymnastic work in P.E 
 Shelter building in design and technology 
 Gathering of natural colours for use in cave paintings in art 

 

 

National and International links 
The history content explains how Britain was physically connected to mainland Europe until about 8500 years ago. Our 
subsequent history has been that of an island nation.  The Unit also makes mention of several World Heritage sites such as 
Stonehenge and the Lascaux caves in France. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
There are many links with the world of work in this Unit.  
Teachers and pupils might discuss any of the following: 

 The work of archaeologists 
 The work of museum staff and curators 
 The work of farmers and others involved in agriculture and food production 
 The work of skilled craftspeople, e.g. metalworkers, jewellers 
 The work of artists and sculptors 
 The work of writers, authors and researchers of both fiction and non-fiction 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Valuing people for their similarities and differences 
 Creating new ideas and solutions 



Summaries 
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English 
 Comprehension: Compare and contrast a range of fiction and 

non-fiction texts relating to the Stone Age periods, looking at 
differing structures and purposes of texts. 

 Build in opportunities for discussion of shared texts and those 
that they are reading independently. 

 Build in opportunities for information recording and retrieval 
linked to research for Time Traveller activity below 

 Composition: Destination Stone Age Britain! Pupils to write 
detailed advice and guidance for any time travellers who are 
thinking about travelling back in time to the Stone Age – what 
to expect and how to survive! 

 Information pamphlet. 

 

Design and Technology 
 Use appropriate tools, materials and equipment to 

make a simple summer shelter for a nomadic hunter-
gatherer family.  
o The shelter will need to be: 

 light but strong 
 easy to assemble  
 big enough for four individuals 
 able to provide shade 
 able to keep occupants dry 

 Finished shelter to be included in survival kit as a gift 
to present to Stone Age hosts 

 

Music 
 Using drums, blocks, shakers and 

chanting voices, pupils work together to 
compose and perform a piece of music 
entitled the Hunters’ Return or similar. 

 This is likely to link with work in P.E/ 
dance. 

 Recording of finished composition to be 
included in survival kit for sharing with 
Stone Age hosts. 

 

 

French 
 The pupils will learn to tell each other what type of 

house they live in through the context of Pierre, the 
stone-age boy 

 Use authentic website to learn about the caves of 
Lascaux  

 The pupils will engage in simple conversations, asking 
and answering questions about where their houses 

 Extend knowledge of French phonics - explore the 
patterns and sounds of language through songs and 
rhymes 

  Begin to read and write simple words using a model – 
complete a simple profile about themselves  

 Listen to authentic stories 

 

History 
 How do we know? Archaeological evidence of different types 

and its interpretation (e.g. Star Carr, Flixton Island, etc) 

 What was the impact of farming? Transition from hunter 
gatherer lifestyle to more settled way of life. 

 How creative were early peoples? Role of skilled workers 
and designers; smelting of metal; making of pottery; 
decoration and design. 

 What is the legacy of this period? Stonehenge and other 
sites; living in groups or tribes; trade and communications. 

 Ordering. 

 Chronology. 

 Identifying anachronisms. 

 

Applied Maths 
Using and applying in this Unit link to: 

 Place value and ordering numbers 

 Fractions 

 Measures 

 Recognising right angles 

 

 

Computing 
 Learn the Scratch interface. 

 Use the drawing tools to create 
backgrounds and sprites. 

 Program simple movement of their 
main character and interact with 
other sprites. 

 

Art and Design 
 Pupils study and discuss earliest examples of 

human creativity and expression; prehistoric cave 
paintings, wall frescoes, sculpture. 

 Pupils draw their own versions of animals in style 
of prehistoric cave painting. Pupils will use 
charcoal, natural pastels and make their own 
pigment colours to replicate resources available to 
prehistoric artists. 

 Finished frieze to be included in survival pack to 
present to Stone Age hosts as a gift! 

 

Set in stone? 



Resources 
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Art and Design 
 Images of cave paintings and other examples 

of prehistoric art downloaded from internet 
 Non-fiction texts showing examples of 

prehistoric art and sculpture 
 A virtual tour of the famous Lascaux caves in 

southern France is available on the internet-
www.lascaux.culture.fr/index.php?lng=en#/en/0
0.xml 

 Roll of wallpaper 
 Charcoal, pastels, water colour paints 
 Natural pigments 
 Non-solvent based glue suitable for classroom 

use (e.g. PVA) 
 Basic classroom art materials, including 

brushes, paints, water containers etc 
 Sketch books 

History 
 Photos of Stone Age, Iron Age and 

Bronze Age weapons, tools, and 
pottery downloaded from the internet. 

 A range of non-fiction books covering 
prehistoric periods of history (see 
English above for suggested 
examples). 

 Some handling objects from a local 
museum (if available), e.g. flint 
arrowhead, stone hand-axe, shards of 
pottery. 

Music 
 Selection of simple percussion instruments: woodblock/maracas/slit 

drum/agogo/cowbells/cabasa/calabash/guiro/claves/range of hand 
drums and beaters. 

 Picture of a modern orchestra available on internet or in textbooks 
 Picture of a Stone Age flute available on internet.  
 A recording of a modern orchestra demonstrating the amazing 

variety of sounds which can be achieved by modern instruments 
individually and collectively. 

 A recording of the music of people who lead a prehistoric life in the 
modern era (e.g. a remote rainforest people). 

 
 

Set in Stone 

French 
 Interactive whiteboard and access to the internet. 
 Unit PowerPoint. 
 A4 Flashcards of une maison (house), un appartement (flat) and 

une grotte (cave). 
 Sets of mini flashcards words and pictures.  
 Activity sheet. 
 Bell or timer or timing facility on Interactive Whiteboard. 
 Mini whiteboards and pens. 
 Soft toy/ball. 
 Recommended book list:  

Michel Gay Cromignon 
ISBN-10: 2211053874 ISBN-13: 978-2211053877 
Michel Gay Cropetite  
ISBN-10: 221109096 ISBN-13: 978-2211090964 
Gemma Sales Noune  
ISBN-10: 2350800210 ISBN-13: 978-2350800219 

 
 

English 
 Suggested fiction texts: 
 ‘The Savage Stone Age’ (Horrible Histories) by 

Terry Deary 
 ‘The Boy of the Painted Cave’ by Justin Denzil  

 Suggested non-fiction texts: 
 ‘The Stone Age: What Life Was Like For The 

Earliest Humans’ – Charlotte Hurdman 
 ‘Prehistoric Life’ (Eyewitness Project Books) – 

Dorling Kindersley series 

 
 

Design and Technology 
 Books or pictures showing a range of 

different shelters and buildings 
 Concept board to show some different ways 

of joining materials together 
 Wood 
 Glue 
 Paper/newspaper/card 
 Drinking straws 
 Building materials and tools 

Computing 
 Scratch 
 Microphones and headsets 
 Internet 
 Microsoft Paint, Tux Paint or other 

drawing program 


