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Home and Away 

Through this Unit pupils will explore and 
compare contrasting holiday destinations 
in the UK and Kenya.  They will use 
geographical vocabulary to describe the 
location, physical and human features 
and landmarks of these places. 
 
This Unit begins with a suitcase filled with 
items such as binoculars, maps, a 
compass, tickets and timetables, sun 
cream, raincoat, sunglasses, a swimming 
costume, walking stick, postcards etc. 
The class looks at these to spark interest 
in the subject of travel and holidays.  
 
The Unit then takes us by car, coach or 
train to the Lake District in the North West 
of England followed by a journey in an 
aeroplane to Nairobi in Kenya (although 
destinations can be flexible according to 
the needs and interests of the class, as 
long as the contrasting features are 
covered). 
 
 In each destination, the pupils will 
identify natural and human features and 
will find out about climate and 
landscapes. 

 

Links to Outdoors 
 The outside area of the school is used for some of the activities 
 Plan a walk in the local environment 

 

 
National and International Links 
 Schools could link up with other schools in Cumbria and Nairobi, Kenya 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Links to the tourist industry and media 
 Visit a local tourist information centre or similar or arrange a visit from someone in the tourist industry 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Talking, sharing and making decisions with others 
 Speaking for myself and listening to others 



Summaries 
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English 
 Create tourist information brochures and digital 

presentations using statements, questions and 
exclamations. 

 Write a journal of a real or fictional holiday 
experience. 

 Use command to write a set of instructions to get 
to a destination (link to with maths and 
computing). 

 Create lines of poetry based on African beats (tie 
in with music). 

Art and Design 
 Learn about the work of artists Guy Laramee, 

Mai Yamashita & Naoton Kobayashi.  

 Make a class collage of the Lake District. 

 Create a 3D model encompassing features of 
the Lake District, using dough and air dry clay 
for sculpting.  

 Use clay to make objects for the model. 

 Create a class ‘Lake District’ sculpture. 

Applied Maths  

 Use mathematical vocabulary to 
describe routes (link with giving 
instructions to floor robots in 
computing). 

 Create patterns using different 
combinations of shapes (tie in with 
making African influenced fabric 
designs in art and design). 

Geography 
 Explore the Lake District National Park in the UK, 

describing the route to get there, its location and 
physical and human features. 

 Look at farms and produce, study lakes estuaries 
and the coastline, mountains and valleys.  

 Discuss weather patterns. 

 Study a contrasting location by flying to  
Nairobi and finding out about Kenyan produce. 

 Going on safari, considering the wildlife, climate 
and vegetation in the Nairobi National Park. 

Computing 

 Use Google to explore a range of travel posters and 
identify the features when advertising a destination 
as a holiday. 

 Develop publishing skills to create a travel poster 
advertising the Lake District. 

 Learn about the types of technology that might be 
useful for a holiday. 

 Use the internet to explore Kenya and identify 
human and natural features, creating a competing 
advertising poster. 

Music 
 Listen to a variety of music from 

Kenya.  

 Use their voices to speak 
chants and rhymes.  

 Play rhythms on African drums.  

 

Home and 
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Resources 

  
©Cornwall Learning Publications 2013  

 
 

 
 

Art and Design 
 Photographs of the Lake District, including 

aerial views and 3D views on internet maps -
some printed and on a screen 

 Artist Guy Laramee’s work 
http://www.guylaramee.com/index.php/lineage/e
l-amor-por-las-montanas/ 

 Artists MAI YAMASHITA+NAOTO KOBAYASHI 
art works 

http://www.yamashita-
kobayashi.com/works/mountain-sculpture.html 

 Large sheets of card –A3/A2 

 Wax crayons, Felt pens, Chalks, Pencils, 
scissors 

 Examples of dough layering 
http://gb.pinterest.com/katejhale/geography/ 

 A board for each child to work on 

 Prepared salt dough for each child or pair 

 Foil containers to make lakes 

 Paints and brushes 

 Air dry clay 

 PVA glue/cocktail sticks – cut off sharp ends 

Home and Away 

Geography 
 Aerial photographs and maps of the school and 

its surrounding environment 

 Coloured stickers 

 Prepared sheets for pupils to record 
observations of physical and human features 

 Compass 

 Maps of the UK and the world 

 Coach, bus or train timetables 

 Photographs and information of the Lake 
District National Park  

 Useful websites: (www.lakedistrict.gov.uk) 

www.visitengland.com/ee/Things-to-do/Coastal-
Escapes/Coastal-Cumbria.htm  

http://www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk/map (this 
is a useful map with a key) 

 Simple outline maps of the UK and Lake District 

 Suitcase with clothing, food and equipment 
suitable for different activities/locations/weather 

 Globe, atlas 

 BBC introduction to Kenya -rural and city life 
Kenya 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/search/learning/?q=kenya 

 Pretend airline tickets – Manchester to Nairobi 

 Photographs of Nairobi 

 Magazines with pictures of busy cities 

 Maps and photos of Nairobi that show the 
National Park 

 Green paper for creating maps  

 
 

 
 

Music 
 Recordings and/or videos of 

African chants and music 

 A variety of percussion 
instruments, including African 
drums 

 A variety of household goods 
that can be used as improvised 
instruments 

 A list of basic words in Swahili - 
http://goafrica.about.com 

 
 
 

Cross-Curricular - Unit Launch Lesson 
 Suitcase or backpack filled with holiday-related items such as binoculars, 

maps, a compass, airline tickets, bus and train timetables, sun cream, 
raincoat, sunglasses, a swimming costume, shorts, walking stick, 
postcards etc.  

 Paper and pens / sticky notes/ stickers in 2 colours 

 Map of the world 

 Items of food and drink suitable for preparation by the pupils for a class 
picnic 

 Holiday brochures (if required) 

Computing 
 Word, notepad or other word processing 

tool 

 Publisher or equivalent 

 Google images, maps or earth 

 

Applied Maths 
 A large clock with movable hands 

 Items with right angles and quarters – clock or cake 

 Variety of 2D shapes  

 Materials and paper suitable for making into shapes 

 Images or photographs of traditional Kenyan costumes 
that specifically show 2D shapes  

  

English 
 Leaflets, advertisements, posters, brochures, tickets for local 

attractions and the Lake District, as well as train/bus/coach 
timetables etc. 

 Role play office equipment such as laptop, telephone, cash 
register 

 Photographs of the Lake District 

 Completed fictitious postcards from the Lake District 

 A poem of your choice by a famous Cumbrian Poet  

 Texts/videos of stories based in the Lake District 

 Items for safari role play  

 Fictional letters and application forms from Nairobi National 
Park  

 Images of the Nairobi National Park and safaris 

http://www.guylaramee.com/index.php/lineage/el-amor-por-las-montanas/
http://www.guylaramee.com/index.php/lineage/el-amor-por-las-montanas/
http://www.yamashita-kobayashi.com/
http://www.yamashita-kobayashi.com/
http://www.yamashita-kobayashi.com/works/mountain-sculpture.html
http://www.yamashita-kobayashi.com/works/mountain-sculpture.html
http://gb.pinterest.com/katejhale/geography/
http://www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/
http://www.visitengland.com/ee/Things-to-do/Coastal-Escapes/Coastal-Cumbria.htm
http://www.visitengland.com/ee/Things-to-do/Coastal-Escapes/Coastal-Cumbria.htm
http://www.western-lakedistrict.co.uk/map
http://www.bbc.co.uk/search/learning/?q=kenya
http://goafrica.about.com/

