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Design and 
Technology 

 Pupils will design and make flags 
that represent the Brazil or Great 
Britain Olympics team. 

 

 

English 

 Pupils explore through their reading, 
writing, speaking and listening the two 
great passions of Brazilian life: carnival 
and sport.  

 Amongst a range of exciting literacy-based 
activities, they write a letter to the Brazilian 
soccer legend Pele and compose different 
types of verse inspired by the Olympics. 

 

 

Art and Design 
 Pupils will study some costumes worn by children 

at the Rio Carnival. 

 They will use light and shadow to create dancing 
body images. 

 The images will be cut out and decorated with a 
carnival costume. 

 Pupils will learn to use oil pastel and use the 
sgraffito technique in oil pastels and paint. 

 The finished images will be put together on a 
display board to create a busy carnival scene. 

Geography 

 Pupils learn about the South 
American continent and where Brazil 
is located in relation to other countries 

 They discover that Brazil is a country 
of great human and physical 
contrasts.  

 

 

Music 

 Pupils will be introduced to samba.  

 They will watch clips of samba 
performances from the internet 
and will have the opportunity to 
play samba rhythms on a variety of 
instruments.  

Applied Computing 

 Pupils use the materials and 
resources learned through English 
and geography to further desk top 
publishing and general document 
production skills.  

 

 

Applied Maths 

 Pupils explore the points won by countries in 
the Olympic Games and the shapes you can 
find on a football pitch. 

 They explore number patterns in music and 
speculate about designs of houses for 
different sized families.' 
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Trading Places: Britain or Brazil? 

Pupils learn about the vibrant 
South American country of Brazil 
which played host to the FIFA 
World Cup in 2014 and will host 
the Olympic Games in 2016.  

Pupils experience colour, drama 
and excitement of many different 
aspects of Brazilian life including 
language, customs, carnival, 
football and Formula 1.  

In English pupils read and write 
about some great sporting 
moments which have helped 
shape and define Brazil, from 
Pele’s sensational dribbling skills 
to Ayrton Senna’s brilliant driving.   

In geography pupils learn where 
Brazil is located and how big it is. 
They will discover great 
contrasts: old and new; rich and 
poor. In music samba rhythms 
provide the soundtrack to Rio’s 
carnival.  

In design and technology pupils 
design flags to support their 
country during the Olympic 
Games. 

 

 

Outdoor Learning 
 Carnival is an outdoor activity that takes place in the streets and squares of Rio. Pupils could re-enact part of a samba 

parade or carnival in the playground or on the playing field. 

 Pupils could draw or sketch a large map of South America on the playground. They could take it in turns to stand in 
different countries. 

 Pupils could stage their own mini-Olympics or World Cup linked to sports day or a similar event. They could each make 
flags or banners to show support for different countries.  

 Pupils are involved in a number of role-play activities and these could be rehearsed and performed outdoors if weather 
permits. 

 

 

 

National and International Links 
 The Unit focuses on Brazil and the South American continent 

 The World Cup and the Olympic Games are both global phenomena 

 Brazil’s main language is Portuguese 

 Brazilian footballers and F1 drivers are famous on the world stage. Some footballers play in top European leagues. 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
Opportunities for pupils to: 

 Talk about careers in sport including those of footballers and top class athletes 

 Think about and discuss the contribution of city planners and architects 

 Think about and discuss the work of journalists and reporters 

 

 

Links to Learning and Life Skills 
 Pupils can learn to identify and explore different feelings through role-play activities such as re-enacting a medal award 

ceremony. 

 Pupils can learn to value cultural diversity by learning about the life and customs of modern day Brazil. They can think 
about and discuss ways in which our own lives are enriched by the culture of Brazil e.g. samba. 
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Resources 

 
 

Geography 
 Globe 

 World atlas 

 Maps of South America and Brazil, photographs 
of Rio and other Brazilian cities 

 Handout map of South America 

 Handout map of Brazil 

 FIFA World Cup 2014 Group Stage resource 
(included in resource pack) 

Art and Design 
 Printed photos of children in the Rio Carnival 

http://gobrazil.about.com/od/riocarnival/ig/Kids--Carnival-Parade-
/Pimpolhos-da-Grande-Rio.-5Wz.htm 

 Video of children dancing in the carnival 

 Carnival dance moves 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vt_0EdUWf7k 

 Sgraffito examples with different colours  
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/293719206917681102/ 
http://www.mycreativemischief.com/ 

 Digital camera 

 Large white paper 

 White board and projector to create shadows 

 A3/A2 paper 

 Water soluble oil pastels (from Specialist Crafts) 

 Felt tips, strong colour pencils 

 Scissors / PVA glue / feathers / sequins 

 Large display board 

Applied Computing 
 A selection of tourist posters  

 Publisher 

 Internet 

English 
 Photographs of Rio, 

PowerPoint presentation 
about Rio, video clips of 
carnival, video clips of 
football etc. 

 Texts and poems referred 
to lesson plans 

Music 
 Clips of carnival samba sessions from the internet 

e.g. 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpkJ1RQnzhQ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQLvGghaDbE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S5yJakTXT0I 

 Selection of samba instruments if available (your 
local music education hub or music service should 
be able to help here). 

 Replacement instruments if samba kit is not 
available (drums of varying sizes, cowbells, 
tambours, maracas). 

 Recording / filming equipment. 

Trading Places: Britain or Brazil? 

Design and Technology 
 Carnival footage and footage from English 

national celebrations or footage from a Brazil v 
England football match 

 Selection of textiles, pictures, images from Great 
Britain or Brazil 

 Different colour wools, beads and ribbons 

 Plastic bodkins, needles, cotton, buttons, 
finishings 

 Dowelling 

 Camera  

Lead Lesson  
 Photographs of Rio, PowerPoint 

presentation about Rio, video 
clips of carnival, video clips of 
football etc. 

 Plain white cotton T shirts (one 
per pupil), safe fabric design 
paints, sequins etc. 

 

Unit Conclusion 

 Plain white cotton T shirts 
(one per pupil), safe fabric 
design paints, sequins, fabric 
pens etc. 
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