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National Celebration – Two Queens 

In this Unit pupils will look at the lives of 
two very important British queens, 
Victoria and Elizabeth II. They will 
compare their lives and look at how this 
country has changed in the years 
between their reigns. 

Pupils will find out about important 
traditions associated with the monarchy 
such as coronations, weddings and the 
Trooping of the Colour. They will look at 
the different countries that the queen 
rules over and how these too have 
changed over the years. 

In English they will be studying the fairy 
tale Cinderella and thinking about the 
classic features of this genre. They will 
write invitations to the ball and to the end 
of Unit event. They will also write reports 
on the life of one of the queens. 

In art they will look at famous portraits of 
the two queens and then create their own 
portrait of Queen Elizabeth II using 
collage. The Unit concludes with the 
pupils staging a ‘street party’ in the school 
grounds to celebrate Queen Elizabeth’s 
official birthday. 

 

Outdoor Links 
 Preparing for the outdoor celebration street party. Opportunities to play traditional games outside as part of 

the celebrations 

 

 

National and International links 
 Finding out about other countries that also have Queen Elizabeth II as their monarch 

 Knowing which countries make up the Commonwealth 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 Finding out about the huge amount of work that the Queen and other members of the Royal Family do for 

charity 

 What does it mean to be a volunteer?  

 Looking at the role of the volunteer at the forthcoming Commonwealth Games 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Valuing others for their similarities and differences 

 Talking, sharing and making decisions with others 
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Resources 
 
 
 
 Art and Design 

 Portrait introduction  National Portrait Gallery 
http://www.show.me.uk/hosted/faceit/index.html 

 Ivan Lovatt Chicken Wire portraits 
http://www.ivanlovattsculpture.com/portraits-in-wire.html 

 Picasso Abstract portrait 

 http://www.pinterest.com/pin/16114511140401133/ 

 Copies or online images of famous portraits of Queen Elizabeth 
II. See suggestions on attached sheet. 

 Chinwe Chukwuogo-Roy painting 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk/features/jubilee/portrait.shtml 

 A2 & A3 cartridge paper 

 Charcoal 

 Graphite, pencils, oil pastels, felt pens 

 Internet search for frames 

 Patrick Woodroffe frame 
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Collection/2009.3?show=frame 

 Robert Bradford frame 
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Collection/2008.52 

 Vince Bevan Frame 
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Collection/2008.38 

 Gold/Silver/colour paints/brushes 

 Thin card, small recycled objects, dried pasta 

 PVA glue  

Applied Computing 
 Video clips of Royal Jubilees 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Md1J7yaESw 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnip7RRc3Q4 

History 
 Non-fiction books relating to Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II 

Assorted video clips, photographs and text from http://www.queen-victorias-
scrapbook.org/index.html and http://www.royal.gov.uk/hmthequeen/hmthequeen.aspx 

 Video clips of Queen Victoria’s and Queen Elizabeth’s Diamond Jubilee celebrations 
http://www.queen-victorias-scrapbook.org/contents/8-2.html 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/the_queens_diamond_jubilee/9311572/Million-
cheer-Queens-Diamond-Jubilee-carriage-procession-through-London.html 

Music 
 Recordings of the following songs: 

 God save the Queen 

 Land of Hope and Glory 

 Rule Britannia 

 Jerusalem 

 Sing – Gary Barlow 

National Celebration – Two Queens 

English 
 Suitable version of Cinderella 

http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks1/english/story_telling/ci
nderella/cinderella1.htm, http://www.speakaboos.com/full-text/cinderella ) 

 Invitation from launch lesson 

 Video clips of a day in the life of a queen 
http://www.royal.gov.uk/HMTheQueen/TheQueenvideogallery.aspx 

 Queen Elizabeth II comprehension exercise (supplied) 

Suitable biography of Queen Victoria 

http://www.ducksters.com/biography/women_leaders/queen_victoria.php) 

 Non-fiction books relating to Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II 

Geography 
 Blank outline maps of the 4 countries that make up 

the UK showing the borders and location of capital 
cities. 

 Pictures of the Union Jack and the flags of St. 
Andrew, St George, St Patrick and St David 
although not part of the Union Jack). 

 Map of the British Empire under the reign of Queen 
Victoria. 

Applied Maths 
 Timetable of a day in the life of 

the Queen (links to English 
lesson 8) 

http://www.show.me.uk/hosted/faceit/index.html
http://www.ivanlovattsculpture.com/portraits-in-wire.html
http://www.pinterest.com/pin/16114511140401133/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/suffolk/features/jubilee/portrait.shtml
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Collection/2009.3?show=frame
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Collection/2008.52
http://www.falmouthartgallery.com/Collection/2008.38
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Md1J7yaESw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnip7RRc3Q4
http://www.queen-victorias-scrapbook.org/index.html
http://www.queen-victorias-scrapbook.org/index.html
http://www.royal.gov.uk/hmthequeen/hmthequeen.aspx
http://www.queen-victorias-scrapbook.org/contents/8-2.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/the_queens_diamond_jubilee/9311572/Million-cheer-Queens-Diamond-Jubilee-carriage-procession-through-London.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/the_queens_diamond_jubilee/9311572/Million-cheer-Queens-Diamond-Jubilee-carriage-procession-through-London.html
http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks1/english/story_telling/cinderella/cinderella1.htm
http://www.bgfl.org/bgfl/custom/resources_ftp/client_ftp/ks1/english/story_telling/cinderella/cinderella1.htm
http://www.speakaboos.com/full-text/cinderella
http://www.royal.gov.uk/HMTheQueen/TheQueenvideogallery.aspx
http://www.ducksters.com/biography/women_leaders/queen_victoria.php


Summaries 
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Applied Computing 

 Uploading video and audio to a computer 

 Combining video and audio 

 Adding transitions 

 Adding text 

 Using the internet to research pictures, textures, patterns 
and fashion from the era 

 Combine these into a montage of images using a range of 
software such as: MS Publisher, MS Word, MS PowerPoint 

 Moving and positioning an image 

 Changing the size of an image 

 Rotating an image 

 Changing the layers (Send Back - Bring to Front) 

 Cropping images 

Music 
 Listening to recorded music 

played/sung at the coronation of both 
Queen Victoria and Queen Elizabeth II 
and to music which has been 
composed especially for royal 
celebrations. 

 Learning to sing a selection of patriotic 
songs and will perform these at their 
street party. 

Art and Design 
 Learning about different kinds of 

portraits made by artists. 

 Looking critically at famous portraits of 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

 Create their own portraits using a 
variety of media. 

 Creating 3D embellished frames for 
their portraits. 

Applied Maths 

 Exploring mathematics in the context 
of bunting and flags. 

 They solve number puzzles around 
the Coronation dates of the queens 
and write a schedule for the Queen's 
day. 

English 
 Reading and exploring the story of 

Cinderella. And the features of fairy 
stories. 

 Writing invitations to the palace ball 
and the Unit conclusion street party. 

 Writing biographical reports about 
Queen Elizabeth II. 

History 
 Comparing the lives of Queen Victoria and Queen 

Elizabeth II by looking at the how Britain changed 
during their lifetimes including the important 
inventions that came about during their reigns. 

 Exploring how our country is run and how a 
government is chosen. 

 Looking at the similarities and differences 
between the two queens’ Diamond Jubilee 
celebrations. 

Geography 
 Is the Queen just Queen of England? 

 Locating on a map the countries of the United 
Kingdom and naming their capital cities 

 Understanding how the Union Jack was 
created. 

 Discovering the different countries that make up 
the Commonwealth and how this was created 
from what was the British Empire when Queen 
Victoria was on the throne. 
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