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Flying High 
 

In this Unit pupils will learn about the 
invention of powered flight and how it has 
changed people’s lives. 

 
The launch lesson focuses on man’s 
fascination with flight and gives the pupils the 
opportunity to make ‘flying machines’ as a 
small toy. 
 
Using the story of Icarus pupils consider why 
people have always wanted to fly.  They are 
encouraged to think about what it would be 
like if we could fly and later in the Unit they 
even track Santa’s s journey across the world 
on Christmas Eve on the NORAD website. 
The Christmas theme is also incorporated into 
a number of activities in this Unit 
 
The story of the Orville and Edgar Wright, the 
two American brothers, inventors and aviation 
pioneers is an important focus for this Unit.  
Pupils consider the history of flight to the 
present day and how the Wright brothers’ 
invention has affected the world and people’s 
lives over the past 100 years 
 
The importance of aerial photography is also 
used to demonstrate how the world and pupils’ 
homes and their local area can be seen from 
the air.  Pupils will look at Google Earth 
images and aerial photographs to identify key 
features in their local area and this is then 

linked to the production of simple maps 

 
Outdoor Learning 

 Opportunities to try out paper aeroplanes and flying machines. Use of 
school grounds and surrounding area to create maps. 

 

 

National and International links 
 Unit encourages pupils to think about flight and how that allows travel 

around the world. 

 They will consider where we can fly to from our local airport and other 
airports nationally and internationally? 

 They will also think about where the planes that pass over us are going. 
 

 

 

Links to the world of work 
 It might be possible to arrange a visit by an employee from nearest plane 

manufacturer, local airport: air traffic control, a pilot, ground, cabin or 
engineering crew. Also you may get a sports enthusiast with experience of 
kite surfing or hang gliding to talk to the pupils. 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 
 Work with perseverance, concentrate, focus on task. 

 Able to ask questions that extend your own thinking and that of others. 

 



Summaries 
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English 
 Poetry; writing recipes for a flying 

‘spell’, ‘The Night Before Christmas’ 

 Letters to Santa 

 Explanations of how Christmas is 
celebrated around the world 

 

 

Art and Design 
 Creating chimeric flying creatures 

using collage. 

 Making 3D bird/angels/other as 
Christmas decorations. 

 Learning to make slotted card 
sculpture. 

 Use pipe cleaner and foil to create 
decorations. 

 
 

 

Design and 
Technology 
 Understand how a slider and a 

single pivot lever mechanism 
create movement  

 Make a moving Christmas Card 

Music 
 Link music to colour and season. 

 Explore how music can be used to 
evoke emotions and feelings associated 
with time and place. 

 Create music using voice and available 
instruments. 

Geography 
 Aerial photos of local landmarks.  

 Creating maps from these photos.  

 Giving directions for Santa to get 
to their house/school. 

 

History 
 The history of flight. 

 The story of the Wright 
brothers. 

 What qualities do you need to 
be an inventor? 

 How has the invention of flight 
changed our lives? 

 

 

Applied Maths 
 Using money and giving change. 

 Using appropriate units of 
measure for mass and distance. 

 Recording results in a pictogram. 

 

Flying High 



Resources 

©Cornwall Learning Publications 2013  
 

 

 
 

Art and Design 
 A range of materials for creative design and make 

art work 

 Magazine photos of lots of different animals 

 Glue 

 Bird templates                    
http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/animal-templates 

 Slotted card sculpture examples: 
http://www.pinterest.com/ctartteacher/sculpture-
slot-sculptures-paper-relief/ 

 Angel images- ‘Ethiopian angels’ ‘stained glass 
angels’ internet searches to provide range of 
images 

 Card/paper 

 Cling film 

 Sticky tape/scissors 

 Internet search ’pipe cleaner foil sculpture by 
children’ 

 Rolls of aluminium foil 

 Needle/thread 

Music 
 ‘Walking in the Air’ from ‘The Snowman’ 

 Flying – from ‘Charlie and the Chocolate Factory’ 

 Snowflakes – Harlequin, composed by Lucille F 
Wood 

 ‘The Snowman’ song – from ‘Songs for Every 
Christmas’ published by Out of the Ark – Mark 
and Helen Johnson and Matthew Crossey 

 If you have access to tablets down load the free 
Bjork app: Solstice where they can create their 
own chime music on a winter theme with a choice 
of graphics  

 See also singup.org for more songs on the winter 
/snow/flying theme 

 

Flying High 

History 
 Images of a kite, a hot air 

balloon, an airship and a 
glider 

 The story of the Wright 
brothers 

English 
 ‘Magical’ music for example ‘Dance of the 

Sugar Plum Fairy’ from The Nutcracker 
Suite or soundtrack from one of the ‘Harry 
Potter’ films 

 ‘Twas the night before Christmas’ poem 

 Collection of books and online resources 
about Christmas celebrations in other 
countries 

Design and Technology 
 Examples of toys 

 Books with moving pictures and cards, which 
incorporate single pivot levers and slider 
mechanisms 

 Card 

 Variety of joining components and materials 

 Masking tape 

 Split pins 

Applied Maths 
 A set of cards with various 

objects on them 

 A4 paper to make 
aeroplanes 

 4 or 5 Christmas presents 

Geography 
Pictures of the school using Google 
Earth 

 Aerial photos of famous landmarks 

 NORAD website 

 Story of Icarus 

 

http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/animal-templates
http://www.pinterest.com/ctartteacher/sculpture-slot-sculptures-paper-relief/
http://www.pinterest.com/ctartteacher/sculpture-slot-sculptures-paper-relief/
http://singup.org/

