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Through the Keyhole        

This Unit is focused on significant 
people and places in the local area. 
 
In this Unit pupils will develop their 
historical skills by helping the bumbling 
Detective Clueless to solve some ‘History 
Mysteries’.  
 
What are these mysterious objects? 
Where is the missing candlestick?   
 
The Unit contains some generic history 
lessons which can be easily adapted by 
the class teacher to reflect their specific 
locality and building of interest.  
 
Pupils will investigate materials and their 
characteristics and through simple 
experiments discover why each material 
is used for specific purposes.  
 
There will also be the opportunity to 
develop writing skills across the 
curriculum and the Unit culminates in a 
locality quiz involving a member(s) of the 
community. 

 

  Outdoor Learning 

 The history content involves a trip to a nearby building of local and/or national historical interest and visits 
into the local neighbourhood 

 

 

National and International links 

 The science content makes links to innovative design and use of materials in construction found nationally 
and internationally 

 The historical content provides the opportunity to find out more about other historic houses and properties 

 

 

Links to the world of work 

 This Unit offers world of work links to planning, designing and building trades, civil engineering, tour 
guides, museum curators, the National Trust, shopkeepers, local government positions, artists, 
photographers and other crafts people 

 

 

Links to learning and life skills 

 Talking sharing and making decisions with others 

 Creating new ideas and solutions 



Summaries 
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Science 
 Exploring the materials people use to make 

houses and bridges and how the materials are 
chosen for their qualities of, for example, 
strength, lightness, transparency, flexibility, 
water tightness, etc. 

 Compare old and new uses of materials by 
linking to the visit to a local historic house and to 
a local building site where houses are being 
built. 

 During the Unit pupils will record information in a 
simple table, examine non-fiction booklets on 
materials and conduct simple experiments. 

English 
 Write detailed recounts of the class visit to a local 

historic house 
 Write an adventure story using a building of local 

historical interest as a setting. They will make use of all 
the information collected during their visit to the building 
to add detail to their story, bringing it alive for the reader 

 Write non-fiction books linked to their science work on 
materials 

 Make invitations inviting guests to the Unit conclusion 
event. 

Art and Design 
 Pupils  learn to sew cross-stitch 

embroidery stitches 

 Using original Victorian samplers as 
inspiration, they will design and sew their 
own sampler style bookmarks 

 Visits by local textile students or sewing 
and patchwork groups will broaden the 
pupils understanding of sewing and 
design. 

 

Music 
 Pupils will listen to music from Tchaikovsky’s  

‘The Nutcracker’ 
 They will consider how music can be used to tell 

a story or to illustrate 
 They will create their own graphic score, 

travelling musically from the front door of a large 
Victorian house upstairs to the nursery or 
playroom 

 Work in this Unit should also be supported 
further with singing 

Applied Maths 
 Solve problems using place value, addition 

and subtraction 
 Understand and find or describe the 

difference between two numbers practically 
 Tell the time on an analogue clock 
 Count on to find the length of time of 

different events, using a clock face to 

support. 

Through the 

Keyhole 

History 
 Comparing old and new objects identifying similarities 

and differences between each. Pupils will be introduced 
to the fictional character of Detective Clueless, a slightly 
ineffective detective who is not very observant! He 
needs the pupils help to solve some cases in the 
locality. 

 Finding out about the lives of pupils who used to live in a 
local historic house. Pupils will look at a range of 
artefacts including old photographs, paintings, toys, 
clothes and journal extracts. 

 Pupils will also recount text, produce object timelines 
and prepare for a locality quiz presentation. 



Summaries 
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Art and Design 
 Images of samplers or the authentic 

article if you can 

 Examples of simple cross stitch samplers  
http://kew17.edublogs.org/2013/05/17/vic
torian-samplers/ 

 Dotted paper 
http://www.printablepaper.net/click2.php 

 Embroidery needles suitable for thicker 
threads 

 Embroidery threads in a variety of colours 

 Video of young girl showing how to do 
cross stitch 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tQh6
TWidcA 

 Binca fabric cut to bookmark size 

 Visualiser projector 
 

Through the Keyhole 
 

Resources 

History 
 Camera 

 Images, information leaflets 
about the historic property that 
the class will visit 

 Museum loan box – old toys 
and artefacts 

 Old chest or interesting 
looking old or antique box 

English 
 Role-play area as a nursery or kitchen 

from the historic house Toy Museum 

 Photographs taken by the ‘official 
photographers’ during the class visit to 
the historic house 

 Examples of explanatory text from the 
class collection of non-fiction books 
about materials 

 Some glossaries from the back of 
information books 

Applied Maths 
 Large clock 

 Split pin display clocks 

 100 squares 

 Arrow cards 

 Cubes 

Science 
 A collection of household objects 

 A collection of materials that pupils can 
handle and use in their experiments. 

 Images of a chocolate teapot (resource 
included with this Unit) 

 A selection of commonly used materials to 
include wood, glass, metal, plastic, paper, 
card, brick, stone for the children to handle 

 A selection of materials found locally 

 Images of buildings showing the use of 
locally found materials and images of 
schools from around the world showing 
the wide range of materials used 

 Clipboards 

 Blank tables, enough for one per child, to 
record materials and objects that they find 

Music 
 Recording of Tchaikovsky’s ‘The 

Nutcracker’ 

 Large selection of percussion 
instruments and pupils’ own 
instruments 

 Pictures of Victorian toys and real 
examples if you have access 

 Pictures of instruments / real 
instruments 

 Cards to match for listening activity 

 Art materials for creating the score 

 Recording / filming equipment 

http://kew17.edublogs.org/2013/05/17/victorian-samplers/
http://kew17.edublogs.org/2013/05/17/victorian-samplers/
http://www.printablepaper.net/click2.php
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tQh6TWidcA
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4tQh6TWidcA

