
Reception topic letter for parents: Summer 1 
Dear Parents,  

This term our topic is all about habitats and we are learning about environments and the animals and plants that live there.  We 

will be focusing on: woodlands, the farm, the garden, jungle/rainforest, and polar lands.  

 

 

 

 

 

Personal, Social & Emotional Development: 

 This term children will be growing 
plants, studying caterpillars as they 
change into butterflies and learning 
about they need to survive.  

 Learning to communicate freely 
about our own home and 
communities. 

 To develop healthy eating habits 

 Learning about dental hygiene and 
healthy bodies. 

 

Communication & Language: 

 Children will be 
discussing the similarities 
and differences between 
the environments. 

 To use language to 
imagine and recreate 
roles and experiences in 
play situations related to 
stories set in these 
habitats. 

 

Physical Development: 

 To continue to practice some 
appropriate safety measures 
without direct supervision with 
a range of gardening tools. 

 To learn about a range of 
sports and to have a go at 
these in our PE lesson. 

 To learn about sun safety and 
keeping clean. 

 

Literacy: 

 To continue writing short sentences 
in a meaningful context, for 
example an animal fact file. 

 To continue to use capital letters, 
finger spaces and full stops 
appropriately. 

 To begin to use a range of texts 
including magazines, newspapers, 
non fiction books and atlases to 
find out information.  

 To become confident spelling key 
words. 

 

Maths: 

 In practical activities and 
discussion, continue to 
use the vocabulary 
involved in adding and 
subtracting. 

 Says the number that is 
one more or one less 
than a given number. 

 To be confident naming 
2d and 3d shapes. 

 To begin to understand 
symmetry and pattern. 

 An introduction to time. 

Understanding of the World: 

 Show care and concern over 
living things and the 
environment by studying 
different habitats and 
developing our garden area. 

 Develop an understanding of 
change through learning about 
life cycles of a plant and a 
caterpillar.  

 To develop an early 
understanding of conservation 
and animal welfare.  

Expressive Arts & Design: 

 Draw, paint, pastels, collage, junk 
modelling of animals and 
environments using photographs 
for stimulus. 

 Visiting the Serpentine Gallery to 
explore a range of art.  

 Explore a range of dance and music 
from around the world.  

 Drama activities and games based 
on stories in different habitats.  

Phonics: 

 To learn the final sounds 
of Phase 3: ng, ee, igh, 
oa, ar, or, ur, ow, oi, ear, 
air, ure, er. 

 To blend, segment and 
spell key words and 
tricky words. 

 

Special events this term: 

 International week 

 24
th

 April - End of Reception 
expectations workshop for 
parents (Resources available 
to all parents who attend) 

 Visit to the Serpentine Gallery, 
local parks.  

 28
th

 April: Kingfishers class 
assembly. 


