
 

Kingfishers and Swallows: Reception Topic Letter                      Autumn 2 

                                                           
This half-term we will be continuing with our topic of People who help us and learning about Christmas. 
 
We will be using the following texts: 
My Granny went to Market   Stella Blackstone  The Shopping Basket   John Burningham                   Oliver’s Vegetables   Vivian French 
Marvin Wants More   Joseph Theobald                  Father Christmas on the Naughty Step   Mark Sperring 
 
Here are some of the learning objectives we will be covering and examples of activities that the children will be doing: 
 

PSED: 
To learn how to express appreciation, 
kindness etc.  
Circle time- why do we give gifts? Each class to 
exchange a gift- discuss feelings etc. 
Advent and dressing the Christmas tree 
Takes steps to resolve conflict. 
Solving a difficult problem with a friend 
Can usually adapt behaviour to different 
events, social situations and changes in 
routines. 
The Christmas story & Celebrations 
Confident to speak to others about own needs, 
wants, interests and opinions.  
Circle time- fire safety, bullying 
Introduce question of the week – Taken from P4C 
Feelings, body language, facial expressions  
Why do we wear poppies?  

 

Communication & Language: 
Extends vocabulary, especially in grouping 
and naming, exploring the meaning and 
sounds of new words.  
Create a hospital/builders word bank 
Shopping/money word bank (star words) 
Model writing/class discussion onomatopoeia 
words- fireworks, whoosh, bang, pop, ping, boom, 
ting  
Create a Christmas/Nativity word bank 
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their 
play. 
Role play areas: Hospital, Builders yard, Santa’s 
workshop, Nativity stable 
Uses talk to organise sequence and clarify 
thinking ideas, feelings and events Each child 
to give a recount of the fire station. 
Play ‘Shopping List’ game – Intervention activity. 
 

 

Literacy: 
Hears and says the initial sounds in words.  
Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the 
alphabet.  
Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them 
together and knows which letters represent some of them. 
Phonics Activities and games 
We will be learning and reviewing the following sounds s, a, t, p, i, 
n, d, g, o, c, k, ck, e, u, r, h, b, f, ff, l, ll, j, v. w, x, y. z, q, zz 
Writing  
Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate 
meaning, representing some sounds correctly and in 
sequence. (40-60) 
Hears and says the initial sounds in words.  
Picture and sentence. ‘At half term I….’  
Hospital role-play writing frames, labels etc Shopping lists.  Writing 
role-play prescriptions, shopping lists 
Firework safety list and firework words 
Writing a recount about trip to the fire station, labels for fire-station 
Speech bubbles related to the story Marvin wants more 
Christmas songs and poems  
Write a letter to Father Christmas, christmas cards to staff/children 
in school/at home, invitations to the disco/cinema night 
 

                 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Physical Development 
PE sessions with coaches 
Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials. 
Wrapping up presents, using envelopes, Christmas craft, 
decorating Christmas biscuits  
Experiments with different ways of moving.  
Christmas show rehearsal 
Dance – yoga 
Eats a healthy range of food stuffs and understands the 
need for a variety in food.  
Discuss the importance of washing hands before cooking, 
eating lunch, make posters using handprints. Why do we eat 
healthy food? Discuss healthy/less healthy food. 
 

Expressive arts & design: 
Explores colour and how colours should be changed.  
Making fireworks craft  
Making colour wheels/Paint mixing 
Understands that different media can be combined to 
create new effects.  
Making poppies- on paper plates, tissue paper poppies, collage 
of a poppy as a class 
Make large coins/coin rubbings/paintings 
Create simple representations of events, people and 
objects.  
Colour Mixing, using tools, still life (Painting; Clay) 
Drawings/Pictures to reflect investigations in changes of state 
Manipulates materials to achieve a planned effect.  
Making decorations, cards, gifts, wrapping paper, party hats, 
place names, crackers 
Sings a few familiar songs.  
Christmas role-play, songs, nursery rhymes 
 

Understanding the World:  
Remembers and talks about significant events in their own experience  
Discussion on half term news. 
Shows interests in different occupations and ways of life.  
Matching items with shops 
Discussion with fire fighters about their job and fire safety 
Talks about why things happen.  Looking closely at change. 
Potato or vegetable exploration, making jelly with fruit to take home individual size 
pots.  
Make salt dough decorations and cookies 
ICT 
Interacts with age appropriate computer software. 
Firework pictures and people pictures, shape and christmas games, making 
Christmas cards 
 

Mathematics: 
Counts objects to 10, and beginning to count beyond to 10. Selects the correct numeral to represent 
1 to 5 then one to 10 objects. Says the number that it one more than a given number 
Ordering to 20, writing numbers up to 20, addition, matching numerals to amounts, making a class advent 
calendar.            Visiting the market place - coin recognition 
Can describe their relative position such as behind, next to     Use of dolls house and climbing frame 
Orders and sequences familiar events Sequence school day, recall of a cooking activity, sequence well 
known story 
Orders two or three items by length or height. Orders two or three items by weight or capacity. 
Sorting items from Santa’s workshop e.g. Crackers, gifts 

 
 

Key Dates 
13th & 14th Parents Meetings                    12

th
 Dec - Christmas disco                                         15

th
 Dec – Kingfishers Class Assembly 

 

 
Please can you practise segmenting (breaking up word e.g. c-a-t) and blending (using letters/sounds to make words) at home. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
The Reception Team 


